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DEDICATORY EPISTLE 

TO THE 

BIGHT HON. AND REV. LORD BAYNING. 



My Lord^ 

After twenty-five years acquaintance^ and 
twenty-five years service in the same Church, we 
scarcely require any expression of our mutual 
respect for each other. Having been for so long a 
period associated with your Lordship, in the dis- 
charge of the public duties of the Church in this 
neighbourhood, and now, by the contemplated 
removal of your Lordship to another county, 
being about to lose that immediate intercourse 
and friendship, which have so long cordially sub- 
sisted between us, I am unwilling that they should 
be forgotten; and have therefore dedicated these 
pages to the remembrance of that service and 
friendship. Your Lordship's acceptance hereof, 
has proved to me, that but one mind, and one 
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heart, have in all these matters subsisted between 
us. 

Though a British Nobleman, I have always 
observed the Christian spirit exalted in your 
Lordship over every feeling of temporal dignity ; 
and the duties of a pious pastor, to have been 
most congenial to your amiable disposition. I 
trust that your Lordship will find these pages no 
inappropriate dedication to such virtues. 

Whatever opinion the public may form h^eof^ 
I am sure your Lordship wUl perceive their inten- 
tion to be, but an attempt, to illustrate the duties 
of a £EUthfal Christian, both to Ood and man. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship^s humble servant, 
and friend, 
RICHARD COBBOLD. 

Rectory f Wortham^ Dist, 
Mmy, 1647. 
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TO THE READER. 



A man's works should speak for him. "Brery 
man has one or more qualities which may 
make him useful both to himself and others/' 
says an unknown writer in the Spectator^ and 
the poet Virgil afforded him an elegant illus- 
tration of this truth when he wrote 

<'Non omnia possumas omDes." 

ViR. Ed. 8, 63. 

"With different talents fonn'd we variously excelL' 

While engaged in the re-perusal of the his- 
torical records of the trials of the early 
VOL. I. b 
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Christians, the cruelty of the natural man, and 
the benevolence, or rather charity, of the 
spiritual, became so conspicuous, that the 
thoughts and feelings of mankind in those 
days strongly wound themselves around my 
heart. It struck me that an attempt to 
represent the state of things in those ages, 
would not pro^e unacceptable to readers in 
the nineteenth century. We have few books 
indicative of the state of society in the early 
Christian Church. Glimpses of the feelings 
of its members under persecution — and a few 
factscon ceming their faith and patience, under 
severe trials, are here and there exhibited: 
but even with the aid only of these historical 
notices, the reader who dives into the spirit 
of what he reads, must ponder upon the 
sublimity of that Faith which could stand the 
test of such sharp persecutions. Whilst he 
reads, he must also pray to be fortified with 
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TO THE READER. xi 

ike like spirit of patient endurance, that 
in the day of his fiery trial he may not 
fall. 

Our trials in this day are, in proportion 
to the spread of the Gospel, more acute 
than those of the early Christians, because 
the whole word of God is laid before us, and 
we have less excuse for our sins. Nationally 
speaking, we have had wonderful mercies 
shown to us. We have been long free from 
persecution on account of our Faith. We 
know not what may be in store for us ; we 
must let patience have its perfect work, and 
think daily of Him who bore such con- 
tradictions of sinners against their own 
souls. 

If anything in this work shall tend to 
fortify the spirit of the Christian, and lift his 
heart to God — if anything shall open the 
eye of his understanding, and cause him to 
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p^nceiye vWt thiags haye been, and hiw 
hmuiiM aore true holiness and piety, to God 
be all the praise ! Only, reader, pardon the 
weakness of thy mortal brother, and believe 
him to be humbly desirous of doing good 



Rectory, Wortham, 
1847. 
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Z E N N. 



CHAPTER I. 



THE SUMMONS. 



It was toward the latter part of the reign 
of Domitian, the last of the Caesars, that all 
Rome began to be alarmed at that tyrant's 
bloody edicts and cruelties. Not a senator 
was safe in the bosom of his family, not 
a patrician could preserve either his purse 
or his person from violence. Corruption had 
so spread the seeds of discord and discontent 
among all classes, that nothing became more 
dangerous than for the praises of any man to 

VOL. I. B 
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2 ZENON. 

reach the Emperor's ear. He had so de- 
ceived himself as to imagine that the plaudits 
bestowed upon another detracted from his 
own dignity ; and, though he bore with com- 
placency the narration of the honourable con- 
duct of any of his generals, yet it was with a 
scarcely suppressed gnashing of his teeth, 
from the inward motion of a spirit resolved 
to be their destruction. In such vain temper, 
and irritated fancy, the tyrant had imagined 
that the successful conqueror of Britain would 
carry away the palm from his own hands; 
and that the bays which should adorn the 
servant's brow, would be snatched from the 
crown of his imperial Majesty. Hence, he 
had disgusted the world by his cruelty to- 
wards Agricola, and taught his generals the 
dreadful lesson, that to be victorious over 
the foes of the Roman empire was but to 
infuriate the Emperor. By the severity with 
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ifiiich lie punislied transgressors, it was 
thouglit by some that he himself would set 
an example of virtue ; but rigid severity often 
arises from the stings of remorse ; and, when 
it degenerates into cruelty, it produces not 
only a ferocity of disposition but a desire to 
indulge in private in those very vices which 
before men it so boldly condemns. 

Domitian began his reign with some proofs 
of self-denial, a great show of liberality, and 
a profuse display of public entertainments. 
He won his people, to gratify his ambition ; 
and, to win them, assumed virtues he had no 
real taste for : but, when his object was once 
gained, he resolved to preserve the advantage 
if he could by pursuing a very different line of 
conduct. "Those whom I have once con- 
quered,^^ he said, "I will terrify into obedi- 
ence ; and, the obsequious Senate, bowing with 
submission, shall find that I have power to 

b2 
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terrify even their stout hearts into insignifi-- 



cance/' 



What will not a superstitious tyrant do, ta 
gratify his malignity ! It was the day after 
that black display of funereal terror, when 
he had invited the senators of Rome to sup« 
per, and had a number of coffins placed round 
the lofty banqueting-hall, with each noble- 
man's name inscribed thereupon, that two 
patricians were walking in all the dignity of. 
Roman carriage along the Flaminian way, to- 
wards the Pantheon. 

" Hush, Zenon,'' said one, "hush! the very 
walls have ears. I never beheld such wild^ 
mad cruelty as disgraced the Emperor's pa- 
lace, last night. Had we been boys assem- 
bled to see some delusive phantasm, no 
greater indignity could have been offered to ua 
than this representation of death. What haa 
the Senate done to inflame the tyrant 1 And» 
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HOW behold the change ! After such an awful 
scene, we arc invited to a show of gladiators ; 
and the senators must all be present, in full 
dress, attendant upon his will, after haying 
received an insult which is enough to make the 
Seven hills groan from their basement. Oh, 
Zenon ! how I envy thy tranquillity ! Whence 
does it spring 1 Even now thou smilest at my 
fears/* 

" I smile, my friend, to see how superstitious 
follies can weigh down the spirits of Roman 
senators. I have received from Publius an 
account of last evening's festivities, and, had it 
not been for the lively description he gave me 
X)f his own terrors, that smile had been sup* 
pressed by a tear.'* 

" But was it not a most fearful scene 1 was 
it not, even as contrasted with our expecta^ 
iions, the most sudden, most revolting sight ? 
We were, in the buoyancy of our hearty ex^ 
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pecting a grand entertainment^ some burst of 
unusual splendour, some sudden eflFiision of the 
Emperor's sumptuous hospitality. We were 
received with all the dignity befitting our grave 
body ; and were ushered through the spaciou3 
vestibule to the grand reception hall. Before 
and behind us were his Evocati conducting us 
to his presence ; when, on a sudden, instead 
of being ushered into his most brilliantly 
lighted hall, we were struck with the indescri- 
bable darkness of the canopies, and the dim- 
ness of the light. It was the very chamber of 
Death. We were each conducted to our rer 
epective places, and had the terror of behold- 
ing our own coffins appropriately named for 
our reception !^^ 

"And what, Clemens, were your thoughts, 
thenr' 

"What, Zenon, but that we should be all 
murdered ! We had more reason to think this 
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bj seeing the Emperor himself in stately gran- 
deur receiving us vith the most gracious smile, 
bidding us avhearty welcome, and hoping that 
we should enjoy life as long as we couli 

" ' Noble senators/ said he, ' I would treat 
you aoL you deserve — ^with the most distin^ 
guished honour. You have served the State 
faithfully, and you deserve to be treated by 
the Emperor with more than usual solemnity. 
I would not be supposed to have any favourites 
among you, but would make you all alike par- 
takers of the gracious consideration of your 
benefactor. You are all concerned in the wel* 
fare of the State, and therefore do I make 
among you no distinction/ He stamped with 
his foot, and suddenly from every doorway 
entered naked figures, with their faces, and 
hands, and whole bodies, black as jet, and eacii 
with a glittering sword in his hand. Whafc 
had we to expect, Zenon, but instant death ? 
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" No man could go into the Emperor's pre- 
sence with a sword, or dagger; we had no 
alternative but to submit ; and, had you seen 
Salyius, or Payidus, or Aretinus, you would 
never have forgotten them. I read in their 
-countenances what probably I exhibited in my 
own. We knew that Domitian had us in his 
power, and could do with us whatever his 
jefined cruelty suggested; and I felt that the 
man who could spend many hours in a day 
-crucifying flies would make short sport of his 
^senators. His demons danced around us, whilst 
he enjoyed our fears; but, on a sudden, the 
doors were all thrown open, and a voice ex- 
claimed, * The Emperor gives all his company 
leave to withdraw!'^ 

" We were not long in departing ; and now 
the tyrant boasts that he has given us all our 
Jives, and in return expects to see us in his 
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Amphitheatre. I am thither bound, Zeflon, 
and shall be glad of your company/* 

" I have no pleasure, as thou well knowest, 
•my friend, in any such festivities. Thou hast 
just escaped a tyrant's terrors; shall I tell 
thee how never to fear them !'* 

" Oh, Zenon 1 what would I not give to be 
possessed of thy philosophy T* 

" My friend, mine is a philosophy not my 
own, and I should have more pleasure in com- 
jnunicating it to thee than thou wouldst have 
in receiving it ; and yet, Clemens, once tasted 
of, thou couldst never desire to part with it, 
saving to those thou lovedst best, and in so 
communicating it, they might gain, but thou 
wouldst lose nothing/^ 

( " How strangely dost thou speak to me, my 
friend! and yet what a vehement desire do 
I seem to have to understand thee more 
clearly !" , 
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"Ha! hast thou that desire 1 Oh, may it 
bum more brightly in thee, and enlighten the 
darkness vithin! Where shall we meet to 
speak of this? I cannot stand here or ad- 
vance into the Forum, much less can I go into 
the temples of the gods, to speak thereoi^ 
since, Clemens, my friend Clemens, all the 
gods of Rome are against me !'^ 

" Impossible, most noble Zenon, impossible ! 
Every friend of virtue, (and surely the gods 
love virtue,) must love thee. Say not then, 
my friend, that the gods are against thee. 
They will, and ever do defend the pious.'^ 

"Did the gods defend the Senate last 
night, or was it the mere whim and caprice of 
the Emperor to spare your lives ? He tells 
you it was he, and not the gods I And now he 
commands you to show, by your conformity to 
his wishes, in being present at his gladiatorial 
exhibition, that you receive your lives at his 
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iumd. He votdd tell you that which yotur 
own mind must tell you, that not all the gods 
of Rome could have preserred you from his 
Tengeance, had he chosen to inflict it; and 
will henceforth expect of you that worship 
and homage which you have hitherto paid 
to Jove. Do not deceive thyself, Clemens, 
Domitian, who will never permit an equal 
among men, will raise himself above the 
gods/' 

'^Hush, Zenon, thou art over bold; what 
would become of thine head, did only a voice 
whisper in the tyrant's ear, * Zenon says, thou 
art no godr'' 

*^ Not only must this bo whispered to him, 
but be spoken out boldly. He wishes to exalt 
himself to be a god in our eyes, that we 
may pay him trembling adoration, and gratify 
his self-confidence. God, as he deems himself 
ha fears death, and man, the instrument 
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thereof, much more than many of those mor^ 
rtals over whom he exercises his tyranny. I 
fear not death— -nor Domitian !'' 

"Hush, Zenon, hark! Hear you not the 
trumpets and the cymbals? they proclaini 
iis approach. Will you not come to the 
pageant V' 

"For what, my friend? To hear him, in 
the face of the Senate, proclaim himself a 
deity, and demand henceforth to be saluted 
* Our Mighty LordT No, no, Clemens, I know 
this conqueror." 

"0, hush, my friend; I would not have 
thy name entered in his black book — no, not 
for a yearns offerings to Jupiter : but come to 
me at supper-time. I would know something 
more of thy philosophy. Do come! If I 
could urge it more persuasively, I would tell 
ihee how Flaminia Domitilla, my wife's 
cousin, is persuaded that thou art the wisest 
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Qian in Rome. We shall expect thee at our 
evening meal/* 

. The friends had scarcely time to part ere 
the rast retinue of the Emperor was at hand.. 
His golden litter was borne hj twelve slaves, 
and his couch was of Tynan purple, fringed, 
with gold. Heralds went before proclaiming 
the advance of the Emperor, through his own. 
triumphal arch, and a long train of senators 
and nobles followed. As the litter approached^ 
ilavius Clemens sought to retire, that he might 
join the procession in his proper place, whilst 
his friend Zenon, with rapid strides of Roman, 
pace, was soon beyond the sound of the trum- 
pets. Domitian perceived his relative waiting 
to fall in, and, with a dignified voice, ordered 
his bearers to stand. 

"ilavius Clemens,** he said, "I invite thee- 
to a seat in my Utter ; — ^nearest to the gods t 
would have thee.** 
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14 ZENON, 

Obedience and obeisance were given, and, 
thus seated beneath the canopy of the ruler, 
they were lifted on the shoulders of the slaves 
and carried forward to the amphitheatre. 

Seated beneath the gorgeous purple, the 
senator, not without some trembling for the 
future, received the marked attentions of his 
lofty relative. It was a condescension which 
might well cause him anxiety, for few did 
Domitian smile upon but to ruin. 

More than one of his friends, seeing his 
exalted position, thought of his poor namesake^ 
Aretinus Clemens, whom he so treacherously 
loaded with favours, and then indignantly be- 
headed. Yet for this man he professed the 
warmest friendship, and, imder cover of con- 
fidence, carrying him about with him every- 
where in the same litter, he wormed out of 
him the opinion of his people, and, because it 
was not of the most flattering kind, he caused 
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him to be executed. A liar only could live 
with Domitian. A man speaking truth, if he 
did not flatter him, always met with reyenge. 

Power makes man a monster who has not 
wisdom to discover how to use it righteously. 
Used for his own aggrandisement, there is no 
crime he will not commit in the exercise 
of it. Dispute its sovereignty, and persecu- 
tion follows. Oh, man! didst thou but feel 
the joy of being serviceable to thy fellow crea- 
tures, whatever power thou mayest possess 
would be wielded for the world's good ! but if 
thou dost not seek to serve any but thyself, 
thou wilt never have the obedience of love 
shown to thee, or know what it is to make 
others happy 1 

The senator Flavins Clemens had not been 
seated on the Emperor's couch many seconds, 
before he was startled by the question, 

"Did I not see another waiting with thee in 
the distance T 
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" Thou didst, Caesar T" 

*'Whowasitr 

" Zenon/' 

" Zenon, son of Ostorius Scapula V 

"The same/' 

" Why comes he not at our command V 

"Did thy command extend beyond the. 
senators invited to thy feast V 

" Didst not thou hear the proclamation ? 
It was to every consul, senator, nobleman, 
patrician, magistrate, and officer in Rome." 

" I do not think he heard it." 

" He could scarcely avoid hearing it. The 
heralds were ordered to pass the length and 
breadth of Rome, from the Flaminian to the 
Appian Gate, from the Praetorian camp to the 
bounds beyond the Tiber. Where does 
Zenon live V 

"In his ancestors* haU at the foot of the 
C^lian Hill," 
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A herald was immediately summoned, and 
forthwith sent to command his presence in the 
Amphitheatre of Vespasian. 

They were passing along the Broad Way 
to the building now styled the Coliseum, 
amidst the crowds of ardent Romans, who, 
^orying in the savage splendour of those 
deadly exhibitions of mortal agonies, shouted 
aloud the praise of the Emperor who thus 
gratified their thirst for blood. "Long live 
Domitian! May Domitian be among the 
gods 1 Long life to the Emperor !'" And, as 
they passed the border walls of the palace- 
of Nero, which had then suffered great, 
indignities from the disgust of the people 
for his memory, the no less cruel Emperor, 
and far more arrogant man, enjoyed the 
mementos popularity, little thinking how soon 
his own name would be execrated even by the 
very men who then extolled it to the skies. 

VOL. I. c 
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Clemens could discern in the midst of all 
this outward dignity, that care sat anxiously 
on the monarch's brow, that the eye, which 
erer and anon looked furtiyely around, 
dreaded a something which the external ma* 
jesty of the Emperor could not entirely dispel, 
and, as they passed the pedestal of Nero, 
haying traversed the Via Sacra, he fancied 
that a shudder for an instant attacked the 
nerves even of the iron tyrant. At length 
they arrived at the imperial portal, and the 
whole body of the designatares were prepared 
to conduct the mighty man to his pavilion. 

Clemens descended, and, with his head bent 
before his master, felt his royal grasp, as 
though it had been that of an executioner. 

" Thou wilt occupy a seat with us,'* said 
the Emperor, " and thy friend Zenon, whom 
we have summoned, shall sit near thee/' 

Alas, Zenon! thought Clemens, this will 
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sadly test thy pMosophy. We shall see how 
thou dost comport thyself in the presence of 
this king of terrors. 

The royal band soon struck up their martial 
clangour; every portal was thrown open, and 
in a wonderfully short period a mighty mass 
of more than one hundred thousand spectators 
filled the seats of the amphitheatre. It was 
then that the Emperor felt himself a king. 
He had ordered this spectacle. He had com- 
manded this assembly. He beheld himself tie 
mighty object of attraction to the thousands . 
around him; and even to his senators and 
nobles would show himself to be a god. 



c2 
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CHAPTER II. 
EARLY DEVOTIONS. 

How different were the sensations of Zenon 
from those of his friend Flavins Clemens! 
All Rome was in a state of excitement at the 
proclamation of the Emperor. Prom every 
quarter men of all ranks were hastening to the 
show : Roman knights, Roman soldiers, Ro- 
man citizens, artisans, nay, grave senators, 
mingled with the mass. Lawyers, scriveners, 
authors, painters, sculptors, artificers of all 
kinds, each loudly expressing his anticipated 
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delight, whilst here and there might be seen 
some disappointed servant, who could not 
ticcompany the multitude because he was 
impelled to go another way. 

Zenon, as he wound through the narrow 
streets at the base of the Oapitoline Hill, 
found but few accompanying him, and as the 
throng decreased, he arrived at a small 
house, near the Palatine Bridge. The lower 
part of that house was indeed built upoii 
arches, so that the occasional floods of th^ 
yellow Tiber, which were generally more 
swollen in the neighbourhood of the islands^ 
might not sweep away the fabric. It was a 
house not so remarkable for its large dimen« 
sions as for its very distinguished inha- 
bitants. Its entrance, as with most Romaijt 
habitations in that neighbourhood, was by a few 
stone steps to an archway, beneath which mas- 
sive doors in sombre grandeur moved upon iron 
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iunges. Both the steps of this house and tiie 
hinges to the portals had been well worn, and 
eyidently were in constant trse. A gentle 
knock at the door soon summoned an atten- 
dant, the joy of whose coraitenanoe was visible 
to the generous Zenon. 

**Is thy master engaged, FideKsT' 
'"Not so engaged as to xeftise to see thee 
^.t any hour, come thou when thou wilt 
Eubulus and Pudens are with him, together 
with some Mends, who are coiue from Cbrinth 
With letters of introduction to the Bishop, I 
will tell him thou art come/^ 

Into the presence of the venerable Clemen^ 
who was the ordained successor of St. Peter 
among the Hebrew conv^s of the Church oi 
Eoine*, was Zenon soon ushered Around 
Mm sat a small body of OhristLans, with whom 

* As Linus and Clitus had been snccessors of St. 
t^anl over tke Gentile portion ; bnt both became now 
united under Clemens. 
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he vas bolding a long^ minxite, aad f<m;ible 
conyereation, upon thei then ezifitmg state of 
the Christian OhurcL 

'^We have an early conrocation, Zenon/' 
said Clemens, ^^ and shall be glad- that thou 
i^uldst take a part irith us in the discnssion. 
Our brethren at Corinth salute us, and tell us 
that some of our own conraiis at Rome have 
iippeaaned among their teadiers, and r^rored 
than for not confinming to the law of Mosas 
brfore they are admitted into the Christian 
Church. I fear this is an evil which is gain^ 
ing ground mong oursebes." 

"It is one/^ relied Zenon, "which I hare 
xKmtended against with much earnestness ; fyt 
even in tMs city, the seat ci power, and 
Jutherto the fountain of sound doctrine, there 
we some who exdaim, that Romans miot 
become Jew£^ b^i^ t^y can be Christians ; 
that they must conform to the law of Mosaic 
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or they cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. The Jews here are loth to giro up 
their privileges ; and I find more difficulty in 
conversation with them upon this subject, 
than upon any other/' 

" It is no new error, Zenon,'* said Clemens ; 
" thirty years since it was as prevalent as at 
this moment, and then our dear departed 
Paul, before he visited us, wrote to us upoii 
this very subject. I have here his Epistle 
from Corinth written to ourselves, before the 
persecution of Nero, which will sufficiently 
explain this to these strangers — strangers 
only in name, but united with us in the fel- 
lowship of the Gospel. Reach me the parch- 
ments, Pudens, and let us, with devout prayer 
to God, consult the language of the Apostle^ 
knd transcribe, if necessary, such portions 
thereof as may convince our friends at Corinth 
of the truth of this matter.'* 



Digitized by VjOQQ IC 



ZBNON. 25 

With quiet dignity, receiring the parch- 
ments at the hands of Pndens, the pious 
Bishop, iirith his assembled friends, knelt and 
prayed to God for wisdom, that they might 
receive the instruction of his Word with 
meeknesis. A short, fervent, and humble 
prayer, remarkable for its simplicity, with 
no ostentatious rhetorical exhibition, and no 
vehemence of gesture, was uttered by thd 
Bishop ; and the parchments were unrolled, 
and the admonition of the Apostle Paul to 
the Romans was read. 

*'I will, if time permit, before ye leave 
Rome, have those passages concerning the 
admission of the Gentiles without circum- 
cision copied for the confirmation of be- 
lievers, and the refutation of those Judaiz- 
ing teachers/^ 

His discourse was giveii at some consider- 
able length, and received with profound 
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respect; and the strangers, after partaking 
of the Bishop's hospitality, departed with his 
blessing, leaving Olemens and his friends 
Zenon, Eubulus, and Pudens, to conrerse upon 
the affairs of the Church of Rome. 

"Oh, when will the Senators of this great 
empire learn wisdom 1'^ said Olemens. "How 
few of the noble and mighty are called ! yet 
<3od's will and work must be done, and daA 
superstitious Rome, the empress of this worid, 
must be subdued.*' 

"I have some hopes,*' said Zenon, "that 
even a relative of our Emperor may see the 
salvation of God. I have a dear friend, one 
who knows that I am a Ohristian, and still 
loves me — ^who has a desire to learn i9om&- 
thing of that philosophy, as he calls it> whkh 
I possess." 

" May God, in his mercy, tora his ear to 
thy instruction, Zenon, and kt him improve 
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under Ay teachmg, eren as thou hast giyen 
me great joy in thine own progress. It 
would, indeed, rejoice us all to see our ene- 
mies become our friends. The great, the 
wealthy, the powerful, the mighty, are not 
easily drawn away from their own conse- 
quence, to make themselves of no reputation. 
Who is this noUe, of whom thou dost 
speak r' 

"It is Flavins Clemens, who married Do- 
mitilla. He bears thine own name.'' 

"Ah! so near a rdation to Domitian? 
we do, indeed, approach our enemy, if Flavins 
Clemens should be conv€ii)ed.'' 

"Would not this remove a good deal <tf 
the Emperor's hatared towards usi" 

" I ^do not think it would. Men like n(* 
changes in their relatives; and, should an 
fimpeiror's favourite refuse to sacrifice to the 
gods of Rome, I fear the penalty would be 
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death : and it might only lead to some fearful 
persecution of the Church/' 

"And should we shrink from our efforts 
to persuade the nobles, for such consider- 
ations V 

" Assuredly not. Our Head suffered perse- 
cution, and though we court it not, and would 
not that men should be so wicked as to 
avenge themselyes upon us, yet have we not 
so counted the cost of our profession as to 
shrink from its duties. Paul did not shrink 
to declare the whole counsel of God, before aU 
the potentates of the earth; but we are not to 
suppose that he therefore rashly challenged 
the violence of Nero. Neither do I think that 
thou dost imprudently provoke Domitian by 
seeking to convert his kinsman Flavins 
Clemens.'^ 

" But if thou dost perceive that Christians 
in general will suffer, I feel for my kinsmen^ 
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riij brethren in the Church, lest I should, as 
thou sayest, bring upon them unmerited per- 
secution/- 

" It would not be thine act and deed should 
such consequences follow thy success in thy 
great Master's cause, Zenon. The offence 
would not come from thee, my disciple, but 
upon thee, and thou perhaps wouldst be the 
victim of his yengeance/' 

" If on me alone the Emperor's wrath were 
risited, I should not grieve, but rather should 
be glad. I rejoice in my own sufferings for 
my Master's sake, and yet I would spare 
others." 

"And how canst thou conceive, Zenon,'* 
said Pudens, "that such joy should alone 
be thine? Do not think that one member can 
suffer alone. We all feel each other's pangs; 
and our blessed Lord, who suffered for us all, 
will relieve us every one." 
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"But let us yisit our friends on the other 
side of the Tiber/^ resumed the Bishop ; "they 
will be waiting for me. It is now the seventh 
hoiu: of the day, and I doubt not that a large 
assembly is at the house of Olympas, at the 
foot of Janiculum. We require the united 
prayers of the whole Church at this time, to 
guide and to be guided right. Alas, Zenonl 
errors creep in among us, not only from the 
want of zeal, but from the want of humility. 
The nature of Romans is to be restless, to 
want something new, and never to be satisfied 
with what they have. This spirit of emula- 
tion makes some of our people over anxious to, 
assume authority in the Church, as if it gave 
them worldly distinction in the eyes of men to 
be exalted or appointed to any office in the 
ministry. Alas ! they little think to whom 
they are responsible. When Romans get 
power, (and their nature is to be ambitious 
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thereof,) they will bear no approach to their 
dignit J ; they would have homage, they would 
have profound deference paid to themselves, 
forgetful that they are but worms, invested 
with authority which is jxot their own, but 
Ohrisfs/' 

" If thou canst curb this spirit, Clemens, it 
will be a blessing, for, with our high concep- 
tions of the truth, our fervent desires that all 
men should come into our Church, we are in- 
deed too apt to lord it over God^s heritage and 
to forget that we are servants. 

'' We should all submit to God, and we 
should have none of these divisions among us; 
but the strong should bear with the infirmities 
of the wealc, and not strive only to please 
themselves/^ 

The friends then walked forth, crossed the 
Tiber fcy the Palatine Bridge, Eubulus and 
Pudens walking together. 
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The house of Olympas stood upon the side 
of Mount Janiculura, and was set apart for the 
purpose of public worship. It had been giyen 
to the Church for this purpose, and might be 
called the first public building dcToted to 
common prayer. Thither, at sunrise, mid-daj, 
and sxmset, came from rarious quarters of 
Rome, the sons of the faithful, to worship God, 
and to be instructed in their Christian duties. 
The time was past when they were compelled 
to meet at night only; the influence of Chris- 
tianity began to be quietly and sensibly felt 
in that great city, and though Christians 
had their own houses, to eat and to drink in, 
and to conyerse with each other upon matters 
of business, yet, for the purposes of devout com- 
munion, they had more than one house set 
apart, with distinct keepers thereof for decency 
and order. 

Clemens and Zenon, accompanied by Eubu- 
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las and Pudens, entered that unostentatious 
though decent-looking building, formerly used 
as the family house of Olympas. It was an 
insukUed house, that is, unattached to any 
other building, but inhabited by more than one 
family, though all were relations. The old 
dog belonging to the house, having served his 
master faithfully, still lay with his deep mouth 
buried between his fore paws, like a recxmibent 
lion. He lifted his capacious head as the 
venerable Bishop entered; yet his eyes had 
already been overspread with the opaque film 
of age, and growing deaf as well, it may be 
supposed that he was of no great use as a 
guard ; but one of the janitrices, or widows 
who kept the door, had, when converted to 
Christianity, obtained permission for him to 
remain where he was. 

They entered a large area, which had been 
the oitrium of the family, and in which the 
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ime^ widows, and servants of the house imed 
fomnerlj to pursue the industrious occupation 
of spinning or weaving ; for domestic industry- 
was one of the virtues of a Roman family ; 
and the matron who could not command the 
employment of her household, and set the 
©lample of activity with her hands to her 
maidens, was as much accounted a poor help- 
mate as in the days of Solomon. But those 
good old days were beginning to decline witii 
the decline of the empire, and the Roman 
matrons, so celebrated for wool-bearing hands, 
began to leave their tapestry for slaves to 
work, whilst they at last would have their 
Itusbands admire them only for their exterior* 
appearanjce. Luxury had almost e£faced this 
species df manual labour among the nobles ; 
and the distaff and spindle, once the honour of 
their halH were soon accounted useless. 
Into this large aida^ now converted into the 
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Jtouse of prayer, the Bishop entered, imd on 
his right hand imt on benches, between the 
pillars, the male portion of the congregation, 
and on his lefib the female. Two deacons 
pr^ided oyer the arrangement of the males, 
and two deaconesses oyer the females, and 
these stood at each end of the avks or covered 
aisles of the atrium. 

In the centre of the hall was the phmwftiy 
a large square opening in the roof to admit 
both light and rain-water. The water de- 
scended into a tank in the centre of the area, 
and was formerly used for all domestic pnr- 
poses. It was now consecrated to a more hoty 
purpose, and the converts to Christianity had 
not, as some haye supposed, to descend into 
the Tiber to be baptized, since, in all the 
houses of any note, water was always at hand 
and plentiful. It was the hour of mid-day 
prayer, and Clemens, as he was expected, 
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walked up to the end of the hall, called the 
tahlinum^ accompanied by his presbyters, Eu- 
bulus and Pudens, who knelt down at either 
end of an oblong table placed across the area, 
whilst the Bishop, facing the congregation, 
knelt at the centre, and his friend and fellow- 
servant, Zenon, knelt opposite to him. 

There was no rising at the Bishop's entrance 
to pay him homage, much less any prostration 
or genuflexion denoting any act of prayer to 
him. The profound silence, and the position 
of meditation in which they all sat, was not 
altered until the moment in which the yene- 
rable patriarch, after having for a short space 
been engaged in private prayer, called upon 
his congregation to join him. Then every 
knee was bent in honour of the unseen but 
not unknown God. 

With holy fervour the good man prayed for 
the assistance of God's Holy Spirit to Ohris- 
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tians throughout the world, and especially for 
those under his care in Rome, that thej might 
be guarded from all dangers, external and in- 
ternal ; that they might preserve the faith de- 
livered unto the saints pure fit)m all contami- 
nation ; and be themselves cleansed and purified . 
fit)m all their sins through the influence of the 
Holy Spirit in their hearts. 

He then called upon one of the deacons to 
read a portion of the Old Testament ; and upon 
the other to read a portion of the New, expla- 
natory of, or bearing some reference to the Old. 
He next called upon Zenon to read either a 
portion of the Acts of the Apostles, or any of 
their Epistles; and, should there be any letters 
from any of the provinces dependent upon 
Rome, whemn the Christian Church was to 
be consulted, or any errors stated to have 
originated with themselves, these letters were 
then read 
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The Bishop, taking a reyiew of what had 
been read in the Hifitory of the Ohl Tetts^ 
inent, expatiated upon its application to the 
New, and addressed his he*r»s instructively 
upon its completion. He then adverted to 
the conduct of the Apostles in the Churchy 
and showed, from their writings, what ought 
to be the conduct of tiie faithful in aU ages. 
He next referred to the report which had 
that day been given him concerning the con- 
duct ef certain teachers from Rome, who, at 
Corinth, declared that he insisted upon dr- 
curndfiflon. This had been the subject, in: 
fact, of his whole discourse to shew the pur- 
port of this rite, its inutility, saving in the. 
heairt, among the Gentiles ; and then foUowaecF 
his earnest loving appeal to tiiem to keep 
themselves from all innovati(ms and dissenH 
Bons: "Brethren,^' he added, "let na evfl. 
reports go forth from amongst jou, wkhont 
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contradictioa : lei us fearlessly and openlj 
ifinoimce our errors,, and, if any have inja- 
diciously tau^t doctrines not sci^tural^ but. 
Busconc^yed, let us pray to Him, ^^o al^ie 
gorems His Ghurdi and people^ to ^labb^ 
ttem and us to correct theuL Be not ye^ 
therefore, uncircumcised in heart and mind^ 
though circumcision is not required of your 
flesh. And, before we part, let us pray fiwr 
all our countrymen, — ^for the Emperor, the 
Senate, and the people of Rome, — ^that they 
may become as we are, and be freed from aU 
idolatries, through Jesus Christ the Head and 
Fountain, the beginning and ending of our 
faith/' 

After this exhortation, the whole Christian 
assembly joined in prayer for their enemies, 
who surrounded them, and for that chief one, 
who at that moment was imbibing the spirit 
of persecution which was to assail many of 
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those ttere present. With a blessing pro- 
nounced upon their devotions, upon their 
labours of love, and patient endurance of all 
things, the people were dismissed to their 
respective employments, and the Bishop and 
his friends returned to their houses. How 
little did Zenon think of what was then 
brooding over his head, in the malevolent 
breast of the Emperor ! 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE AMPHITHEATRE. 

The Flavian Amphitheatre was crowded: 
its eighty portals had admitted into its rast 
circumference all the population of Rome who 
could gain access to the building. This 
mighty monument of Roman grandeur, Roman 
liberality, Roman pride, cruelty, brutality, and 
extravagance, as also of Roman splendour, 
covered the space of about four acres and 
a half of our measurement. To carry the 
reader back to its palmy days— if so the 
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bloody period of which these pages speak may 
be termed — he must view it aa it was on the 
celebrated day of Domitian's madness, when, 
after playing aU sorts of absurd tricks with 
the fears of his senators, he resolved to treat 
them and all Rome with becoming dignity. 

At this period the servility of the Senate 
was notorious. The power placed in the 
hands of Augustus might be said to have 
reached its climax in the days of Domitian; 
for a* no previous period ia the history of 
the empire, did a tyrant m con^ktely excF- 
cise his. vengeance on his s^rants aa this 
Caesar did. Hb would summon the Sai^ie 
far whatever he pleaeed, to co&suk concerning 
the distant provinces^ on the conduct of an 
individual; or to* ask them^ aa if in ridicule 
of their too weU-known tastes for luxuries, 
their united opinion as to the best method of 
boiling a turbet. The greatest indignity pot 
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tipon tbis, body of timid senators^ wast tb6> 
plajiflg upon Idieir fears, on tise erening^ 
befi>ra this pageant. And now, to diow lua: 
great caprice more. conspkrooodLj,. he inyitef 
ereij man in Rome to ti^ his place with all 
becomiDg dignity, according to rank^ in the 
^^Bst amphitheatre of Yespasiam And who 
were they tiiat should dare to refuse so terrible a 
potentate as the Ghief C(Hibu1^ tdie Emperor, the 
Dictator, the Father of his Country, the Ruler 
(rf the Senate, the Chief Pontiff — and, indeed, 
tiie Gbd of Romuos? for none dared ap- 
pmach hihiy without designating him ^^ Eternal 
Csesar!'' 

There all of consular dignity, at well 
elected as honorary, took their seats beidde 
him. The oblong circumference in which the 
people sat was crowdfed. The podivm or 
parapet,, upon which was erected the pavilion: 
of tibie Emperor, projected over the arena, and 
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this projection went round the circle, and was 
the chief seat for the senators. This might 
be called the ground-floor of the nobilit j, for, 
from this elevation of about fourteen feet 
fi^m the arena to one hundred and fifty feet 
upwards, the various seats including all classes 
were fixed. The populace had no seats, but 
stood in the highest place, where thej could 
overlook combatants and company. 

On that day the Emperor appeared majestic; 
for Domitian was a man of great stature, and 
uncommon bull-like os fi^ntis ; his hair was 
not of that dark Italian cast which distin- 
guished many of his predecessors, but had a 
tinge of red in it, his beard even showing a 
still more sandy hue. His large thick eye- 
brows, and singularly dark blue eye, sunk deep 
into his forehead, gave him an appearance of 
ferocity which terrified his dependents. And 
who around him, then were not suchi 
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Rome, the mistress of the world, was as comi- 
pletely subjugated by her ruler, as the con- 
quered nations whom she had subjected. 
The very building then containing his slaves, 
though called free men, was finished by his 
predecessor, and opened in honour of the 
destruction of Jerusalem ; and, since the hun- 
dred days of Titus, it had never exhibited 
such a scene of splendour as it did on that 
morning. 

More white robes, edged with, purple, were 
seen round the podium that day than were 
ever seen before ; and yet the senators of 
Rome were not all there. The Consuls, 
Prsetors, Censors, Quaestors, Tribunes, u^diles. 
Augurs, Priests, Nobles, Knights, Officers, in 
. short, every class had its distinction, and 
shame to say it, at that time the proudest 
matrons, and even the vestal virgins b^ame 
. spectators of these cruel sights. On that day. 
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lioweT6r, no fanale oombatants -w^e io be ad* 
initted, and every liking was prodaini^ to be 
of ropl cast. Every .species of legal murder 
-was io be enacted, and at tbe sole cost of tbe 
Emperor. He saw his people — ^he looked npon 
tbe fourteen seats above his own, crowded, 
and saw the plebeians hi^ above him ; but he 
was anything save a lowly man. Exalted be- 
yond himself, he had that day shown a coiifi- 
dence in his people, which he would have done 
well to have felt in a different manner. There 
was the man, however, on his throne of purple, 
with its golden fringe, and ivory and gold-stud- 
ded couch. That couch's head represented a 
Toyal lion, and his back was the seat of the 
Emperor, covered with a skin of ^that noWe 
animal; on hk right and left sat the ambassa- 
dors of foreign countries, ^ doing homage 
to him. At his feet were Irwo other seats, 
in case he choiro to honour any of his relations 
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^or fiiendfi wil^ a more imin^diate idemonstra- 
tion of his favour. 

To one of these Flavius Okmens was ap- 
pointed, m a sipecial mark of most unenyied 
distinction ; for though he had eilpoused the 
niece of the great ruler, yet there were many 
senators who coveted not his exaltation and 
were ^lad that their own proximity waa not 
so great. 

The day was clear, and not a breath mored 
the awnings which were drawn over the royal 
seat. The glorious sun ahone with his full 
beams upon the das^ling sand of the arena, 
^and happy they who did not catch those 
beams when vertical, though they were per- 
mitted upon sudi occasions to wear the broad- 
brimmed light hat, which shaded the head, 
neck, and shoulders. The UbelU, or public 
bills of the show, had been quickly executed, 
a^d announced that 1;his day the entertain- 
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ment should be, the combats of erer j species 
of gladiator ; that the next day should be 
exhibited the combats with animals; and upon 
the third day, in the Circus Maximus, the 
chariot and horse and foot races should take 
place. 

Silence having been proclaimed, all eyes 
looked to the Emperor, for the signal that the 
combatants should enter; for as yet that arena 
was without a single footmark, smooth and 
unoccupied, soon, alas! to be indented with 
the death struggles of men at that moment 
breathing in the carceres, or places under the 
amphitheatre, where the combatants were as- 
sembled. This signal was to be given when the 
Emperor should let faU a napkin, expressly car- 
ried for that purpose, and placed in his hand. 

Seeing the circumference filled, and all men 
in expectation of the coming show, with so- 
lemn dignity he lifted his right hand aloft, and 
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let fall the napkin. A single trumpet, with a'^ 
loud blast, heard throughout the vast space of 
that densely crowded theatre, was the sound: 
tmderstood by those beneath, prepared to enter 
the arena. Gladiators advanced in a long and 
pompous train. They marched in state around 
the circle, amidst the flourish of trumpets, 
each exhibiting the peculiar weapons with 
which he was to contend for his life. A 
melancholy savage spectacle was that which 
then gratified the Roman people. Three hun- 
dred combatants were paraded within that 
space of sand, about three hundred feet long 
and two hundred broad. There were the 
Retiarii, the Secutores, the Myrmillones, the 
Thracians, the Samnites, the Pinnirapi, the 
Essedarii, and Andibatae — men who fought 
according to the customs of their own mode of 
warfare. 

This day it was given out that the Emperor 
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would dispense with tl^ tisual sham fi^t with 
wooden swords, and that men should be 
matdied at once without delaj, ^nd put thenn 
^res in form of battle array. According to 
order, after the procession had taken {dace, 
and the arena was momentarilj silent, the m^Di 
were matched. First five Retiarii against fire 
^Se(»itores, whilst all the other combatants re^ 
tired under the podium. Each man of the 
Retiarii took his station at twenty paces from 
hk ccnnpanion, and opposite to the imperial 
^rone. Bach held in his hand a stnmg net, 
which it was his task to cast over the head of 
his adrersary, and, entangling him with it, he 
was to dispatdh him with a trident — a three- 
forked weapon resembling tliree spear-heads 
equidistant upon a short base, at the end of a 
long handle. 

The Secutores were armed with a hdm6t> a 
8W(ml, and a dtfeld, or some had a large leaden 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ZBNON. 61 

Imllet fitted into a atout but pliant %Um 
Immd round witib cords, a weapon whidiy if it 
gare one blow, did as mudi execution as i^ 
sword. 

I^e againiBt fire, stood these antagoaiists, 
widi hearts beating under theur stout ribs, and 
with no private malice in their breasts, but, as 
soldiers meet in battle to fulfil the orders of 
their commanding officers, so stood these mefo, 
with tl^ eyes of Rome upon them, deai^ in 
dieir Tisages, and strength in their limbs — 
savage spectacle, merely for pleasure, to glut 
tlie i^petites of demons, to accostcmx them td 
ferocity, and to show how little thought they 
had of any Ihing but cruelty, &lse gl<»*y, and 
rain parade! To say that any thmg noble 
was exhibited in this i^ectade would be false, 
according to all right ideas of nobility, for 
there is no action truly noble, which has not 
soBfte good iu it; and what good could be seen 
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either in the face of the Emperor or the sena- 
tors of Rome, or in the poor creatures then 
to be devoted to false pleasure and violent 
deaths! 

They lifted up their right hands, as much as 
to say, "We are prepared;'^ and the breathlesff 
impatience of the multitude was soon excited 
by the sound of the trumpet for the onset* 
The Retiarii, -with right feet forward and 
hands gathering up the folds of their nets, in a 
moment made their cast. Three missed their 
aim, and fled with all the speed of men who 
knew that death was at their heels ; and, in the 
case of one, death was at hand, for, his feet 
catching in the fold of the net which he was 
preparing as he ran to gather up again, he feD, 
and his antagonist, with a blow hurling his 
trident along the sand, stood over his victim, 
who lifted up his hand to the Emperor for 
mercy. If the Emperor pointed up his thumbs 
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death ensued, for the people did the same; and 
all knew that he was a dead man. In this 
instance, haying shown so little sport, the poor 
wretch had not the signal of mercy, but laid bare 
his breast in an instant, and, with a foititude 
which knows no fear of futuiity, received his 
death blow in his heart. No tear, no pity, no 
sigh, escaped from any! " He deserved death,*' 
said one. "He was a clumsy fellow,'^ said 
another. " He gave us no sport,*' said a thirds 
"Let him die, die, die!'' — and die the poor 
fellow did. His body was draped by a hook 
to the spoliarinm, and the Secutor who had 
killed him, had to wait the Emperor's pleasure 
for another antagonist or not. 

Meanwhile those Retiarii who had gathered 

up their nets as they were pursued, now in 

their turn looked the Seciitores in the face, 

and defied them to approach within the cast of 

^eir hand. This was the interest to b^ 
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exited If the Secutxn* approached too near^ 
he was sure to be ^lyeloped. His object waa^ 
to hate a false cast So they kept manoeuTring 
found the arena to the great dddght of Urn 
spectators. But two men were caught in the 
nets; and still resisted with tiieir shields ali 
the thrusts of the Retiarii. Otie at last (&h 
entangled himself, and sword in hand flew s^ 
his adrersary, who with the same activity 
warded off his blow, gathered up his net and 
fled, that he might ag^n entangle his pursuer. 
The other man continued, though netted, to 
ward off the thrusts of his o][^n^it, at least 
from any mortal part, tk)ugh his body re« 
ceived some frightful gashes, and the arena was 
stained with his blood. His efforts were 
desperate; aiKl» sucoeeding in catching his 
antagimist by the leg, he hurled him to the 
eartii, and stood over him in a moment, con?- 
seious that he was now Tictorious. Cohered 
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ifiik his own blood, lie jet paused to. take the 
life of the gladiator, then eompletelj in his 
hand. The Retianos looked for pitj, and all 
thumbs were tamed doim. ^^He has had 
enoughr "He has well doner "He de^ 
Berres to liver And the victor qpared lag 
life. 

The Romans were pleased with the con*' 
<{a^x)r in this instance, who, Ueeding at evetj 
vein, knelt before the Emperor, and a smaM 
diaplot was thrown to him, with a donati(m of 
monej; and the victor and the vanqoishad^ 
arm in arm, xetired from the plain. What a 
Bingalar contrast ! These two men, a minote 
before, in the embraces of death, now lodged 
in the anns of apparent Mendship. Sncb 
were the momentaxy delights of the Romans : 
nothing but blood, gore, strife, and death; 
could gratify them; and this day ihej had 
diem to their hearts' content 
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It frequently happened that the thrusts of 
the opponents were fatal, and given before 
any expression of the people could decide tho 
death or life. It was a point of honour with 
most gladiators not to kill without the war- 
rant of condemnation by the elevation of the 
thumb, but sometimes it could not be ayoide4; 
and, in two cases of the Retiarii, both met 
death in the heat of the engagement. Even 
'then the victors had to kneel for life, and if 
they had been supposed to act unfairly against 
iheir opponents, they were either kiUed or 
.had to encounter a fresh foe. But the Em- 
peror was particularly merciful, and spared 
-almost every one who knelt to him, provided 
always that he had shown good sport. 
: Next came five Myrmillones against five 
.Thracians. These were always the most 
fiercely contested fights which gladdened the 
spectators ; for .the Myrmillones were men 
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.armed from head to foot, but not equal in ac- 
tirity to the Thracians, who were only armed 
.with a helmet, a small round shield, and a 
falchion. Yet the Thracians were esteemed 
;the fayourites, on account of the rapid execu- 
tion of their arms, and the savage natm-e of 
their attacks. They never gave in, nor ap- 
pealed for mercy, being, as it was said of them, 
too fond of death to ask for life. Hence, to 
die as a Thracian was even worthy of Roman 
imitation. 

The fight began, was bloody in the ex- 
;treme, pursued with all the variety of terrible 
-struggles which such encounters called forth, 
and, as if Romans were never tired of the 
^port, they anxiously looked for fresh combat- 
ants with all the avidity of the first onset. 
. It was a more cruel sight than they ex- 
|)ected. Something had disturbed the mind 
pf the Emperor, and; on a sudden, he who 
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liad been se very mereiM at tiie oxxtaet ^ tbe 
vikGWf Tiow spared no one. 

Howerer good the q)ort — death — death — 
death — ^and the eyeballs of tMs King of Tw- 
roTB seemed to glare npon the senators of 
Bome^ as if he yro\dd do the same by them 
all. But what was the cause of this diange 1 

Little did the pious Zenon, the friend and 
coadjutor of tie good 01emens> bij^c^ of Rome, 
conceiye what dark frowns m the Amphi- 
theatre were occasioned by his absence. The 
herald had returned unsucce8sfdl> and, as he 
announced, in the words of pompous ct&tasl 
sound, ^ Zenon comes not," the infuriated n«)^ 
naax;h was almost ready to aninhilate him; 
but, like Brutus b^re the people, he re* 
strained with his dinched fist the agony rf 
his heart, and, bb yengeaoice emld at ike mo- 
mmt be in no other way die^layed, mer^ wa« 
changed into death a^mst the unfortunate 
victims of the arena. 
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This great Eo^peror imB but an actor^ £» 
he liad to asgsnime a bearing abore tbe weak- 
Mas of bis passions. Not that bis natore 
bad nmdi of bindlj affection in it, tboogli 
at times it bad^ irben pleased with itsd^ tiie 
appearance of generosity. Compelled not to 
gire waj to violence in the fe.ce of Rom^ 
bis heart meditated the most fearful revenge. 
His eyebrows almost toudied bis cheeks, and 
the frown of the Emperor carried death around 
bim. Flavicra Clanens once bx^Lod up at bis 
&ce, and was horror-struck by tbe dreadM 
eipression of malignity which then sat upon hk 
brow, and more, when i^e words he beard nmt^ 
tered frcnn the royal lips came like a deaths 
stroke to his friend^s neck : ^'Zenon ccmies notf 

Fri^dship, when really Mt in the heart of 
anoble R<Hnan, was a prineiple of self*-sacr> 
£ce worthy of the best men. It was even a 
iMtdiness to lay down bib for anadter, but the 
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xeal value of life was not then known. Fame 
was the prevailing motive^ that their names 
should be extolled through ages, as if they 
could hear it in the regions of darkness, and 
Jupiter should exalt them to a place in the 
heavens. Thus vanity, according to their 
conceptions, was to be gratified by the favour 
of the gods. 

"Zenon comes not,^' thought his friend; 
", his philosophy triumphs over death, and he 
intends to show me, by his example, the les- 
son he promised to inculcate. Oh, my friend, 
would that I might yet have some hours' 
converse with thee, that, if possible, I might 
catch a spark of thy valour and be enabled 
to imitate it I" 

The herald dared not say he could not find 
^enon, because what the tyrant commanded 
.must be done. His only care was himself to 
avoid the death he dreaded, and so to word 
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Ids reply as to throw all the weight of the 
offence upon the summoned. Hence was his: 
language, as if it defied the Emperor — ^"Zenon 
comes not." 

Now, had Zenon really been summoned, he 
would have obeyed the Toice of the herald. 
But his absence from home, his not leaving 
word whither he was gone, and the consequent 
ignorance of his household on that point, 
though messengers were dispatched to seek 
him, and the impatience of the herald, who 
knew his master too weU to dare to trifle 
away his time, all conspired to prevent the 
execution of his orders : and when the mes- 
senger returned to the Amphitheatre, and 
announced, "Zenon comes notP Zenon him- 
self was quietly returning from the house of 
prayer, unconscious of the command of the 
Emperor, which in such case he would have 
felt it his duty to obey. 
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How fiatftl are the frowns of kingst How 
much depends upon the mann^ in which th^ 
leceive the homage of their subjects ; and oh, 
how dreadfully productiye of tenw, deceit, 
treachery, and Hes, are those fearful feeUngs of 
(fismay with which men are aipt to approach 
them! 

Domitian was impatient His whole sod 
was roused to madness within him, and h» 
face assumed that deceitful demoniacal smik 
which showed that he enjoyed nothing but the 
same species of pleasore which he had foimd 
in impaling poor flies upon the point of a 
bodkin. 

So he sat, giiing victor and vanquished the 
ngnal of death, and yet all Rome seemed im« 
patient for mc^re blood. He spared none. 
Fortunately to the whole race of gladiatore^ 
the Emperor really felt ilL His face was 
livid. He ordered his Kttcr. He rose. The 
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senators rose ; and Ids last act before he left 
the Amphitheatre was to raise his thumb to a 
poor blood-besprinkled gladiator, and to see 
the sword plunged into the yictim^s heart. 

The show is at an end. The Emperor is 
not weU. AU seemed to grieve. AU was out- 
ward expression of woful suflFering ; but did 
not the poor gladiators rejoice 1 Happy the 
Bssedarii and Andibatae who had not yet con- 
tended. Their lires were spared — ^though that 
ambiguous sentence, "Zelion comes not!" 
doomed msmj unfortunates to death. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
THE INTERVIEW. 

Borne to his palace, the tyrant's first act 
was to shut himself up in his own private 
apartment, and give vent to the rage which 
the fancied indignity of the refusal of one of 
his nobles to attend his summons had occa- 
sioned. Most men cool upon reflection, and, 
when seated in their own solitary studies, 
weigh with care and caution their future steps. 
It seemed to Domitian, as if the fatal augury 
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which foretold the defection of his nobles was 
about to be accomplished. 

*'Zenon comes notl — Zenon comes notT' 
exclaimed the tyrant, and stamped his ivory 
inlaid pavement as if he would break it to 
pieces. " To what purport am I the ruler of 
Rome, if I am to be thus bearded by a se- 
nator? Is this the beginning of my downfall ? 
ShaU a noble refuse to come, in the very face 
of aU my people ? I will have signal ven- 
geance for this 1 Yes, Rome shall find that I 
am an Emperor 1 As public as the insult haa 
been, so public shall be the reparation 1" 

He paced his room with rapidity, clutched 
the dagger which he always carried in his gir- 
dle, and looked the very personification of a 
demon. 

After venting his madness in passionate 
exclamations and attitudes of determined 
fury, he cast himself on his couch, and lay a 

VOL. I. P 
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few minutes as if he were in sleep. But during 
that interval of apparent slumber he was in- 
tently ruminating upon his plans. Nerer was 
Domitian known to forgive an insult to his 
dignity, though he thought nothing of insult- 
ing the whole Senate. He looked upon them 
in that light which, alasl they were but too 
ready to shine in, the light of slaves — slaves 
'Certainly of a higher order, but not less obse- 
quious than timid. His carriage towards them 
was accompanied by a certain dictatorial elo- 
quence and address, as if he would have them 
feel it an honour to receive his commands; but 
which they in honour dared not to disobey, 
any more than any of the household slaves 
whose lives were in his hands. Laws there 
were, and good ones too, in the State, but the 
Emperor's will was law, and law made to suit 
his own purposes according to his fancy. 
' He rose from his couch, took a secret in- 
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strument from his pocket, touched a spring in 
his tdblifmmy and drew therefrom a dark-look- 
ing book, caUed his BOOK OP DEATH, 
wherein he recorded the names of those whom 
he doomed to destruction, together with the 
manner of their deaths, the date ol them, and 
by whom to be executed. 

To this book no one had access but him- 
self ; he closed it upon the entrance of his 
chamberlain, or wheneyer he summoned a 
slaye to do his bidding. He had a supersti- 
tious dread lest any one should see into it, 
for an augur had foretold that " the sight of 
a book should cause his death.^' As no other 
book, which he kne^, could betray his secret 
visitations, he kept this with the utmost cau- 
tion; but he was proportionately fond, as 
men often are, of that which is the object of 
their fatality. 

He placed this tOTible manuscript before 

p2 
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Min, and, ^th as much deliberation as if he 
had been transcribing a simple order for the 
good of his people, he wrote, " Zenon dies ! 
How? In thie Amphitheatre of Vespasian. By 
whom condemned ? By the Senate. When t 
To-morrow. In what way? To be deyoured 
by wild beasts ! — Domitian." 

Having written this, his purpose was 
quickly fixed. Stephanus was summoned to 
his presence. An order was issued for a 
herald to summon the Senate to assemble in 
judicial form, at the Emperor's palace, at the 
ninth hour. The seal of office was affixed 
thereto, and that day beheld the Senate of 
Rome assembled to sit in' judgment upon one 
of their own body. 

But, before the hour of meeting arrived, 
Zenon had sought out his friend Flavins 
Clemens; for, leaving the house of the Bishop^ 
he bent his steps to the noble mansion of his 
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fiiend. Clemens had not long returned from 
the Amphitheatre; he felt the deepest de- 
jection pass oyer his mind as he entered his 
own atrium or domestic hall, where his wife, 
Domitilla, her cousin Flaminia, and all the 
maidens of his house, were engaged in spin- 
ning wool. 

He entered, not with his usual lordly smile 
of satisfaction. He felt a ponderous weight 
at his heart, which not eyen the cheerful sight 
of his domestic hearth could dispel. 

" Dismiss your maidens, Domitilla.^' 

" Maidens, retire,'' was the immediate order 
of the matron. 

" Shall Flaminia remain or depart 1 Some- 
thing unusually moyes you, Flayius. Is it 
secret r' 

"I wish Flaminia to remain, if she can 
summon courage to hear somewhat of her 
philosopher/' 
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"Ofvhomr' 

A blush mantled the cheek of the Roman 
virgin, for she had nerer breathed to any but 
Flavia Dcoaitilla the feeling of admiration 
which arose in her heart for Zenon. And 
eyen the staid and portly matron looked at 
her lord with surprise, as if he had been 
guilty of a breach of confidence in thus 
betraying his knowledge of her cousin's 
affection. 

The maidens had retired, and the chaste 
Flaminia was standing ready to obey the in- 
dication of her friend to depart, when Clemens 
again said, " Maiden, retire not ; resume thy 
seat, and, if thou canst, thy labours. I have 
a heavy heart, and over my soul there seemn 
to be such a brooding shadow of gloom, that 
your united endeavours must disperse it witl^ 
lofty conversation. I am not wont, most 
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noble ladj, to speak at any time with timi« 
dity, and as far as myself am ccaicemed^ 
I have no fears ; but, lady, next to thee, thou 
art aware Zenon stands nearest my heart. 
My gloom, my sorrow, my disturbed aflfections, 
are on his account. I fear his death-warrant 
is signed !'' 

No Roman matron, educated as became 
her, ever interrupted her lord; much less 
did a maiden, who sat in subjection to the 
mistress of the house, venture to introduce a 
word. Schooled to subdue themselves, these 
ladies exhibited only in the pallor of their 
&ces^ the deep emotions of their hearts. Do^ 
ndtilla knew when she should reply, and 
obaanring that the cadence of her husband's 
voice was definite, she rested from her em- 
ployment, and ejaculated, ^^The gods fcn^hidl 
what is the cause of deaths ' 

'^He has offended the Emperor. Oh, 
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Domitillai, this is sufficient! Alas, life is not 
in the hands of the gods, but in those of 
Domitian/' 

"HowhasheoflFendedr 

" By refusing to obey the summons of the 
Emperor." 

" For what purpose V^ 

" To see the gladiators in the Amphitheatre. 
I hare been exalted to-day, lady. I haye had 
my seat not only in the Emperor's litter, but I 
have sat under his canopy, and never did 
Rome shine out more brilliantly than she did 
this day. I chanced to meet Zenon as the 
procession of the Emperor advanced along 
the Via Flaminia. I knew his detestation 
of these ferocious exhibitions, as he styles 
them, since he has imbibed this new philo- 
sophy, and had only time to give him an 
invitation to supper this evening, as the 
Emperor's litter advanced. It f^ppears that 
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he saw Zeoon depart from me^ and when he 
came up to me^ he condescended to offef 
me a seat with himself, and asked me whom I 
was talking withi When he understood it 
to be Zenon, he inquired the cause of hk 
absence, and seemed to me suspicious of his 
iojaltj. I dared not tell him of his attach- 
ment to this sect of Christians, whom some 
call Nazarenes, because I know the Emperoif 
thinks that erery nobleman in Rome degrades 
himself by speaking to one of this low-lired 
sect : what then would he saj, did he know 
that Zenon was become one of them ? 

"I was speaking of Domitian's treatment 
last night of all his senators, and I spake 
with trembling, and, as he smiled at our 
timidity, I could not help thinking what a 
noble countenance he wore. ^ I wish, Zenon/ 
said I, * that my philosophy rose superior to 
the fear of the Emperor/ * I will teach thee/ 
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said he, 'how to fear no man/ And for this 
purpose he promised to be here from tlie ninth 
to the eleventh hour. 

** The Emperor sent a herald for him, 
whilst for a long time he seemed interested 
in the sports of the arena. Apparently in 
good humour with himself and those around 
him, as if he would make up for his rude- 
ness the day before, he gare his senators a 
more than commonly courteous reception ; and> 
upon every occasion that he could, he exer- 
cised that best prerogative of princes, mercy* 
The gladiators fought with confidence, the 
senators seemed flattered, and the people 
happy. On a sudden, however, in the very 
height of the games, he appeared to think 
of Zenon. The herald returned The Em- 
peror looked at him inquiringly. With pom- 
pous cadence the man exdainied, 'Zenon 
comes not ? 
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"Oh! the dark visage of the Emperor I 
nerer did I see so terrific a diange I Not the 
darkest frown of Acheron could be as sombre 
as his majesty! Death seemed to conquer 
life in him^ and, though himself a living man, 
he seined to look on aU others as if they 
were but dead before him. 

"He spared not after this a single gladiator 
of the circle. He doomed them all — ^yes, 
without any consideration of their merits, or 
deference to his people — ^to death. Had not 
sickness overwhelmed his brain, and he re- 
quired rest, the consequence had been fearful. 
He did but mutt^ to himself those haughty 
words, ' Zenon comes not,' and, as if his souj 
was bent on vengeance, he quitted the Am- 
phitheatre.'^ 

" Zenon, then, was true to his |diilosophy 1" 

"He was! but will he be so still? To 
dedine cimnng to the Circus^ or even to resist 
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the bidding of the Emperor, will not prore 
that he fears not his craelties. But he is a 
wonderful instance of firmness in these days, 
when all around him are as yacillating as a 
weathercock/' 

At this moment a slare announced the 
arrival of Zenon. He entered with per- 
fect unconsciousness of terror, and with 
fsuch a calm demeanour as, under existing 
circumstances, and after such a conversation, 
must have created admiration in a Roman 
matron. 

"Welcome, good Zenon T exclaimed his 
host. Flavins Clemens. " Thou art come not 
only to teach us, but to show us the truth 
of thy doctrine. Thou dost bear in thy coun^ 
tenance the evidence of its force ; for never 
did I see less sign of terror in any human 
features. Welcome, dear friend, to the house 
of Flavins Clemens! Domitilla welcomes thee. 



f 
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and our cousin Flaminia asks permission to 
liear tliine arguments, that she likewise may 
not fear the Emperor/' 

" Oh Clemens, often hare I urged thee not 
to use the common speech of Rome, that of 
saying things in the most approved speech, 
accurate in words, but in nothing else. 
Taste is finely cultivated in Rome, but in 
that taste there is so much affectation of sen«- 
sibility without the least sincerity, that I had 
rather be one of Afric's wildest sons, or 
zander in the deserts of Arabia and speak 
truth, than live among the senators of Rome, 
;when I cannot rely upon their veracity/' 

"Nov, Zenon, thou art too severe; Domi- 
tilla and Flaminia can attest that before thine 
entrance we were conversing concerning the 
position in which thou now standest with the 
Emperor; and we did not expect, knowing 
as we do his nature, to see Aee, under thy 
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present drctunstances, wear so placid a c(»ub« 
tenanoe. Few who displease Domitian are as 
little free from fear as thou art. I did not 
therefore nse that Roman style of diction which 
thou hast so sharply condemned : I did but 
speak the truth/' 

*' Your pardon then that I had so mistaken 
your intentions! I was not aware that I ex- 
hibited any uncommon placidity in my fea- 
tures, nor that I was imder the ban of the 
Emperor." 

. "What!'' exclaimed his friend, whilst the 
astonished matron and her generous-hearted 
cousin looked at him with amazement : "hast 
thou not refused to obey the Emperor's man- 
date 1" 

"In what way V 

" By not coming to the Amphitheatre." 
"I thought that mandate only giren to 
those whom he had treated so haughtily last 
night," 
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- " Didst thoxi not receive a special summons 
by the herald of the Emperor, after thou hadst 
left me in the morning V^ 
' "No, Ididnot.** 

" Then thou didst not refuse to come V 
" How could I when I nerer received his 
bidding r' 

"How strange! how strange! Domitian, 
with his eagle glance beheld me conversing 
with thee, and dispatched a herald for thee. 
He returned : he said not that he found thee 
not, but his pompous words were, 'Zenon 
comes not!' The enraged Emperor retired 
from the show, muttering this brief sentence 
between his teeth, as if thou hadst defied his 
omnipotence, and insulted him in the face of 
Rome. Oh, Zenon, death will be thy doom, 
ay, before to-moiTow's eve, or else there is still 
that long lost virtue of mercy in the heart of 
Domitian/' 
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" My noble friend, I am not in the least 
to blame for this mistake. I saw not the he^ 
raid of the Emperor. I was not at home, 
but at the house of the yenerable Clemens, the 
bishop of the Hebrew and Gentile Church in 
Rome. Thence hare I been with that de- 
spised race, the Christians, to their house of 
prayer, and have been much more refreshed 
there than I should have been at the cruel 
sights of the arena.'' 

" But the Emperor thinks thou art disloyal, 
that thy not coming was contumacious, and 
that thou dost defy his power 1'' 

" Now the God whom I serve forbid such 
an evil possession in the Emperor! Thou 
knowest Zenon, that I hate those sights, that I 
deem them contrary to all humanity, and 
flagrant violations of divine justice ; I hate 
these sights; but obedience to the powers of 
the State, I should not think of disputing, 
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saring in the idblatrous worship of the gods 
or of the Emperor of Rome/' 

" Wouldst thou then hare come, hadst thou 
received the summons V 

"Assuredly I should; and even there, if 
commanded by the Emperor to give my rea- 
sons for staying away, I should have told him 
my abhorrence of such scenes. My duty would 
have taken me to the Amphitheatre, but I 
should have felt it my duty to tell Domitian 
that those savage shows were beneath the 
dignity of a civilized State, and far beneath 
the glory of an Emperor/' 

" How strange ! how passing strange ! But 
hast thou no fears now, my friend, knowing 
the fierce nature of the man, whom certainly 
thy innocence has provoked V 

" One of my firmest principles, Clemens, is, 
never while I am innocent of any intentional 
oflFence in the eye of man, to fear anything 
from man." 

TOL. I. G 
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'^ But dost thou not fear the torture 1 Doat 
thou not fear the sword ? Dost thou not fear 
to be crucified by the order of Domitian 1" 

" For what ? and wherefore V 

" Because he can kill thee/' 

" He cannot kill me, Clemens/' 

« What ? Art thou invulnerable V 

" I do not mean that he cannot crush my 
bones to atoms, that he cannot spill my blood, 
that he cannot nail me, as Nero did St. Peter, 
to the cross, or behead me, as he did St. Paul; 
but my body is not tihe whole of me, my 
friend : he cannot touch my soul. I fear not 
him who can kill my body, but Him only who 
can kill my soul ; but to this soul, life and 
immortality are brought to light, and none can 
deprive me of them/' 

" Oh, Zenon ! how I wish that, like thee, I 
could see this light, which seems to enlarge 
the nature of man, and to raise his soul above 
himself! Do teach me this philosophy !'* 
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"My noble friend, it is no philosophy or 
power of reasoning, according to the schoolsf, 
which shall teach thee this wisdom. I have 
no great argument of words or casuistry to 
engage thine ears or please thine intellectual 
powers. I hare a simple truth to nnfold, 
which, if God prepare thy heart for its re- 
cation, it will not be in me to withhold a 
wisdom, that shall arm thee against all terrors 
and prepare thee for a glory far brighter than 
any which the triumphs of Rome can confer/' 

** And wilt thou reveal it to ns ? We do 
desire to hear thee, Zenon, and are persuaded 
ihat we shall profit by thine experience/' 

A herald entered from the Emperor. 

''^ Instanter, Flavins Clemens, thou and all 
the Senate mnst wait upon the Emperor!— Ha, 
Zenon here! I have a command for thee! 
Wherever I find thee, in whatsoever house or 
place, to keep thee there a prisoner, until the 

g2 
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summons of the Emperor and tlie Senate shall 
call thee to answer the accusation brought 
against thee/' 

"Flavins Clemens, I, thy guest, am now; a 
prisoner in thy house/' 

"I will be bound for thee, Zenonl" 
"No 1 go thou to the Senate. There, if 
thou darest, speak as thou hast occasion, and 
tell the Emperor I am innocent. Are the 
Lictors with thee. Herald?'' 

"They are here with due authority. It 
^ieves me to hare to chain thee; but my 
orders are peremptory." 

" Do thy duty !— Friend, farewell ! If these 
noble ladies can bear with my company, I will 
discourse with them, though in these chains. 
It will not be long before I receive my sum- 
mons to follow thee. Noble ladies, may I 
crave your pity ?" 

" Most gladly would we alleviate your suf- 
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ferings; and if our presence can in any way 
aflford you comfort, we will gladly stay with 
you. Our cosnaculum I fear will be neglected/' 

" Nay, Domitilla, let my friend partake of 
your frugal meal! I must away. The herald 
leaves the Lictors at the door; Zenon will 
remain with you ; and, if he is not disgraced 
by those chains, be not thou ashamed of him 
or them.'' 

Flavins Clemens took his departure, leaving 
his wife and cousin to perform the duties of 
hospitality, whilst he obeyed the summons to 
the judgment, which by anticipation he per- 
ceived would be against Zenon. Even in his 
chains he accompanied the ladies from the 
atrium to the coenaculum; and, whilst the 
slaves looked upon Zenon as a dead man, 
these high-bom dames received the greatest 
comfort in finding their guest cheerful, though 
thoughtful, easy, calm, and wise in conversa- 
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aon^ and in no manner difitressed eren bj Ida 
bonds. 

Great souls are free^ thougli galling diains may bind 
Their limbs and bodies to the martyr's stake. 
Great in their faith, their freedom is from God; 
'Tis peace within, a perfect harmless peace. 
Where violence is banish*d ; even foes 
Are there regarded; and their ferrent prayers. 
Free as their souls, ascending up to God, 
Claim that forgiyeness for their enemies. 
Which they, infuriate, unto them deny. 
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CHAPTER V. 
THE ACCUSATION. 

No sooner vas it knoini in Rome that the 
Senate ^as to be assembled in the royal 
|)alace, and that the Emperor had sufficiently 
recovered to be able to preside over it, than 
men began to talk of the purpose for which 
they were summoned. Few were aware of the 
i^al cause. Some went, imagining that busi- 
ness of a warlike character was under delibe- 
ration ; others, that some law relative to the 
public games was to bo enacted There weee 
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those who thought indeed that some fresh 
insult was to be oflFered to their body; and 
some supposed that it concerned the Atheists, 
as the Christians were then called, because 
they had no visible symbol of divinity, but 
professed only to worship their God "in spirit 
and in truth/' It was impossible for men 
who had no key to the secret to conjecture; 
for the tyrant neither revealed his intentions, 
nor suflFered men to speak of them with im- 
punity — so completely enslaved were the nobles 
of Rome. But go they must at the Emperor's 
bidding, whether it were to receive insults, to 
make laws, to give an opinion as to the cooking 
of a turbot, or to sit in judgment upon a case 
of life and death. 

The great room, dedicated to Domitian's 
favourite deity, Minerva, was upon this occa- 
sidn thrown open. It was the most splendid 
apartment in his palace. It had been the study 
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of every sculptor in Rome to decorate it with 
some appropriate device, calculated to im- 
mortalize its owner. In the centre of that 
circular hall, on a noble pedestal of marble, 
stood the goddess, the celebrated statue which 
was brought from Greece, and said to have 
fallen from heaven into the city of Troy, which 
had been preserved with sacred care by its peo- 
ple, and which was carried away, by force and 
stealth, by Diomedes and Ulysses. Be that as 
it might, whether the identical statue of such 
notoriety, or not, the Emperor worshipped it 
as such. It was that of a female, with a hel- 
met on her head and a nodding plume rising 
aloft over her brow, and bending formidably 
over the centre of the face. Her countenance 
was expressive of stern grandeur, and her 
attitude meant to express majestic dignity. 
Armed from head to foot, with a spear in one 
hand and a shield in the other, with the head 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



90 ZENON* 

of the Gorgon for its centre, she looked in her- 
self calm and dignified, whilst the horrible 
monster on her shield, \dih snakes for hair, 
was enough to strike terror into pagans, who 
imagined that she had the powa* of petrifying 
therewith all beholders. 

It was to this goddess that Domitian paid 
all his court. He kissed her sandals every 
day, and vowed upon all great occasions to 
consult her. Round the room were paintings 
in fresco, of the wars of Pallas. She was 
seen lending her aid in all the conquests of 
Rome, and especiallj in subduing the Britons 
and the Germans, and presiding over the 
splendidly painted triumphs of Domitian. 

The tyrant had been offering sacrifice in her 
temple, and now returned to receive the Sena- 
tors of Rome in her august presence. Benches 
i around in the form of the amphi- 
\ in front of the goddess was a 
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tlirme of gold, on whidi the proud Roman 
loved to sit in his most gloomy hours, that he 
might brood over the supposed influences and 
wishes of his dark deity. That throne was 
covered with the most beautiful Tynan purple 
doth, fringed with gold, and stars of the 
brightest silyer. The seats around were of 
worked stuf^ (tf the richest and costliest 
kind. The pavement was of the most beautih 
fill terra ootta; each slab being inlaid with 
pebbles most intricately wrought, and eadi 
with a different device. But, in front of the 
throne, as if in honour of the presiding god* 
dess, every slab had the segis of Minerva set 
with the most valuable stones which could be 
procured. Mirrors of the largest and purest 
li^t, in frames of white marble, illuminated 
the apartment, so that it seemed like an inter- 
minable suite of rooms, looking one into the 
oiher. 
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By way of contrast to the gorgeous extra-^ 
yagance displayed around was the purpose for 
which the assembly was convened. One hour 
before the ninth, Domitian had summoned his 
secretary, to inquire if he had prepared the 
speech of accusation, according to the terms 
which he had dictated to him ; and, learning 
that it was done according to his orders, he 
rewarded Statins, and sent him home. Glan- 
cing oter this production with the eye of 
jealousy, he scrutinized the epithets to see 
if they were such as a god should use to his 
inferior deities, and, yainly imagining that his 
own empire represented a specimen of heavenly 
rule, he looked upon himself as Jupiter among 
the gods. Here he corrected — ^there he obli- 
terated — ^to other parts he nodded assent, 
until he found that he could mould it accord- 
ing to his fancy; and, being blessed with a 
good memory, he had but to read once or twice; 
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and every passage was familiar to him. It 
was said that this facility was confined to those 
speeches which he had himself dictated, which 
suited his evil genius, and were consequently 
familiar to his cruel mind. 

The Senate, assembling at the appointed 
hour, took their seats as men who dared not 
even whisper a thought upon the cause of 
their summons. Conscious of their servility, 
of their lost power, of their fawning depend- 
ence upon the Emperor's will, never did they 
look more pitiful than when they found them- 
selves in Domitian's most splendid room, in 
the presence of his favourite goddess. 

They were seated some time in silence, 
before the throne was occupied, nor dared one 
say to the other, "What is iti" or even sigh 
over his slavery, lest those sighs should be 
noted in the tyrant's black book. It was 
something to feel that degradation, but it 
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required fortitude and a sense of libert j, the 
more singular because then so little cherished; 
though bombasticallj talked of, to assert the 
independence of a Roman. The Senators, in 
their gravity, looked more like statues pe- 
trified by the Gorgon^s head than living 
noblemen. 

Power, absolute power, given into the 
hands of one man, or into the hands of any 
one body of men, generally leads to the 
greatest tyranny; but where the nobles are 
the slaves of the king, there independence is 
totally lost. So was it in those days' in 
Rome, though here and there a sense of jus- 
tice might arise and produce a burst of vigour, 
which, if f<dlowed up, would have breathed 
and gained more breath from freedom. All 
reason, all wisdom, all power, seemed to centre 
in the will of the Emperor, if men might 
judge by the behaviour of the Senate. 
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The Emperor enters, the senators rise. He 
bows to Minerya ; they bend to him. There 
was always an appearance of dignity about 
Domiiian, whenever he appeared in public. 
Though timid and superstitions in the ex- 
treme, when by himself, yet when he came 
before the council of his nation, no man knew 
better how to look the Emperor; and what 
terror was in his countenance 1 Assuming his 
most gracious smile, though the most consum- 
mate cruelty reigned in his soul, he said, 
"Senators of Rome, be seated.^' 

All were silent in a moment, and seated in 
the most anxious attitudes of suspense. The 
Emperor alone remained standing. He cast 
one furtive glance around him, even behind 
his throne, surveying the mirror, and, as if he 
saw no one but himself, and was satisfied 
therewith, he gathered up the folds of his 
imperial robe, and thus commenced his 
.oration : — 
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"Fathers of the Roman people, and friends 
of the Emperor, who is the friend of Jove, I 
have summoned you to meet me this day upon 
a matter involying the dignity of the empire, 
and I may say the safety of your own body. 
For all men will acknowledge that, if your 
august personages be insulted, your safety, 
and that of the commonwealth, is endangered. 
What, then, Romans, shall be said, if he 
who is exalted by your choice and made to 
stand in the place of his ancestors ; if he who 
once, like yourselves, acknowledged the su- 
premacy of the Emperor, and set a good 
example of obedience to a father and a bro- 
ther, whom he had exalted over his own head, 
. — I say, Romans, if he be insulted, what 
danger does there not arise to every man 
throughout the whole world! For, if the Em- 
peror's person be not held sacred, and his man- 
dates be not obeyed, in whom shall any power 
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be vested, and by whom shall your laws be 
adiiadnistered? 

" I enter not, Romans, into your prirate 
houses, to hear the manner in which you may 
there choose to speak familiarly of the gods 
and me, nor do I violate your Penates, to see 
what respect you have at your own hearths; 
but this I affirm, and with an assurance of the 
firmness and stability of my position, that, if 
you met with insult from any of your house- 
hold, you would immediately order him to be 
hurled from the Tarpeian Rock. I will sup- 
pose that thou, Valens, hadst this day 
ordered any of thy household to attend thee 
to the Forum or the Amphitheatre, and that 
thou hadst sent an express command to the 
effect that thy servant should follow thee to 
the place appointed, wouldst thou not have 
expected his attendance ? Wouldst thou not 
have looked for himi Would he not have 
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heeit boimd, ercn wiiii im life, tb ehtf 
theel Tell me, then, wise VateM, whit 
#mld have been tSiy feeEngs,' kadst tihoti 
receivad an insoking message, in l^e ste^Ml of 
kis att^dance ! Homan Skaters, aoocestoMed 
tt ye ai% to command, bow could je beai* the 
indignity cf yonr slaves? Would ye not ht 
JQ0tified in making a pu]:dic example of sm^ 
a one? Wh^ was it «ver heard a^ from the 
days of Romulus to those in whidi we live» 
that a slave could beard his mast^ with im- 
parity? 

'* Atod thou, venerable Vetus, what woiddrt 
tliou 43ay, if, as Oomml, thou didrt rfind thy 
Bctors disobedient to thine orders? All 
Rom^ would fioipport tl%e in the discharge of 
thy duty, and would cbXL thee pusiUanimocu; 
tf tikou didst not make that lictor a puhKc 
ig^inpie, ^at other consuls might he mp^ 
pwted. 
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^It may be someihing noble, Fatisers, to 
look ov«r priyate mjimes, thou^ ve afl 
l^ow that our domestic regulationfi shoiM 
be observed with strictness, lest we becoiac 
careless of ike public welfare; and I, fw (m% 
would never overlook a domestic crirn^, lest I 
should be too lenient in the cause of mj 
country; but it would be weakness indeed 
and worthy only of the meanest plebeian, to 
overlook a public injury, when it detracts 
from the rigid severity of the office wiich we 
hold. Proportionate, then, most noble Se- 
nators, to the publicity of an insult, should be 
^ severity of its punishment. 

"0 Pallas ! wouldst thou countenance rebel- 
lion ? Wouldst thou, sprung from Jove, and 
endued with the wisdom of thy great parent, 
Tjountenance rebellion among the gods abme ? 
I know thou wouldst not. By the spear and 
shield which thou dost hold, vengeance, justi- 
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fying Yengeance, would be thy decision ; and 
to defend thyself^ thine altar, thj father's 
head, and all the obedient in heaven, thou 
wouldst expose the Gorgon's head, and send 
the rebels to destruction. Assist us now, 
Pallas ! assist us now to assert the dignity of 
our person and the wisdom of our empire : 
for hither, into thy presence, favouring deity, 
I have summoned the Senators of Rome, that 
thou mightest in this extremity aid us in 
our decision. Be favom^able, then, to justice, 
and permit me to lay before these, thy de- 
voted servants, the plain reason why they are 
here before thee, and what thou dost expect 
of them in justification of the rights of the 
people, the rights of the Senate, and the rights 
of the Emperor ! 

"0 noble Senators, ye representatives of 
the ancient dignity of our eternal city, tell me 
if to me, as your ruler, be not delegated that 
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power, which ye wish to see exercised "in 
Rome, As je are the guardians of public 
morals ; as ye are the administrators of lke 
laws of the people ; as ye are the judges to 
whom, in great matters, the whole world 
Ipoks up for justice — say, hare ye not met 
this day, in virtue of such authority, to receive 
the commands of your Emperor? Were it 
maiheist upon whom I would call upon you 
to proceed to judgment — one who, from dul^ 
weak, or deranged intellect, could never dis- 
tinguish between right and wrong — I might 
rather plead with you for pity, though even 
by a madman your Emperor ought not to be 
insulted, for such should be secured though 
thought to utter prophecies. But when I t^ 
you, that I have personally been insulted by 
one of your own body, in the face of the whole 
ni^tion, tell me, Romans, what punishment can 
be too severe for such a delinquent I i 
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'^ It waa Bot an accideiital disrespect : it 
WiSf Qoft a momaalb^Tf ebdlitien of mere <sa^ 
fgaae^ I faaye reason, to beliere^ and the goidB 
ai)D¥e har^ rereahd- it to me^ liiat tliere is al^ 
tlds. HiQ]B)jeat a moat daaigerow=r conspiraejr 
flmtdng, asr the Tiber, through the city. Yes, 
Satheirs, and some of jou, I hatve reason ta' 
f«ar,, arc already too deeply concerned in thkk* 
^lidfeed (dot against the cacred pevson of the 
chief deity in Rome. I am exalted to dis^ 
iiaage a duty, and, By the. hc^ I have of 
btfng nnmbered with the constellations, I will 
n#¥^E soflfer mj saered person to be instdted, 
lest my fiiture glory should be: tarnished bj 
tke frowns of Fallaa. I warn you aH to take 
cure how you offend the god of Rome. 1 1^ 
ym plaudy, noble Senati»rs^ bth as I am to 
dfgmde your body in thq eyes of the pecpl»', 
thttk. erreit your high dignity shall not a^reM 
you from i^engeanee^ if you persist in your 
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iakpikj'. I bear tkat same ef you do msim&y 
flcrem tiie ofieodars-Baj, tkat ka is »t tinei 
nmnent a i&ToiBred ga«A is tli» kali cif cnm 
BOir seated irith jaa I Te% SeiiaiLorai^ and 
ftafe pBe nearest our lojaE pesstm — one^ wkom 
I kave placed too near me^ and. too pnbtidj? 
this daj^ raised kis head above sioei of 
JM, so that you cannot be nistakeu im k» 
person. 

-I perceiye t^ jour ejes are bent vprni* 
l^muEr Clem^iB. Z woi^r that be i9 iioi' 
eonfonBided*-^! wcmder how he em took Palhs 
ki the fisiee and not be petrified Bat theres 
are sosie men, RoaaaiKfl, whom nothing eaar 
iiiLame — ^men incspabk i^ reipeet to atheist 
lUkerSy lAo would as soon take the TencndAa 
kdr into their handa^ and tear tkar hevjr 
lidui from thCTT header aathej^woold eat their 
ksdbs in haMia aod give the gods^ no< thanbK. 
II|>on Plafins CSenms I hare helped kenoms^ 
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I raised him to the dignity of the Conisulate* 
I poured upon his head the oil of cbnsecncrr 
tioB, and esteemed him as my dearest fn&iii 
I found him a man of talent^ and promoted: 
his yiews, poor but honourable, and therefore 
I made him rich. His couch was straw, and 
loJ he reclines now upon purple. His house 
had but one door, frequented only by him* 
self; and now he ranks among the most 
splendid for his noble mansion, gold-studded 
doors, and Grecian porticoes. He was scarcely 
aUe to command one slave, and now he 
almost vies with royalty in the number of hia 
attendants. His litter is carried by ten, and 
his head is exalted among you. Who ia 
greater among you thanFlayius Clemens — ^who 
more liberal, more profuse, and more sump> 
tuous in his entertainments, and at whose' 
cost? Who gave him these, and more thaa; 
tiiiese, but his Father, the Emperor 1 Not 
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only is he freed from the commonest toil which 
«[onae of the noblest of you exercise in youi: 
avocations, he commands secretaries to write 
his thoughts, poets to speak his praise, an4 
reporters to tell him the proceedings of the 
Senate. He enjoys all things luxuriously, and 
even sleeps conscious that he is nearly allied 
to tiie Emperor. 

"To crown all my gifts I have given him my 
niece Domitilla, and what would he have 
more 1 what would he aim at beyond his pos- 
sessions 1 Is it at the imperial diadem 1 
Senators, how would he use iti The man 
who can screen the enemy of his benefactor, 
deserves himself to be treated as an enemy* 
He is worse than an open foe. He is a secret 
friend, a hidden dagger, wherewith to strike 
the heart of his father. 

c "0 Romans, can the savage Gaul, the bar- 
karous Briton, the wild Scythian, or the black 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



109 ZSNON. 

Ii&H^iaii, be m bad bk h%^% Cto the fbriow 
FiMrdiian, t^ wild untanieable c^d of tiie 
desert be as nBgratduI % l^jpt k» no*^ w 
crocodSe on IJie banks ef 6er altciykl riyer^^ 
baling in tbe dOmaj mud^ amidst the riem^ 
rice, half as deeeitful. Her erf is for feo^ 
that she may seize the tender mother anxious'' 
for her young, and she profits by her (feeeit : bi* 
for what is tiu9 haughty senator, now darihg 
to look me is the face, th«s secretly plottii^ 
among^ my enemies ? He» i» ti^ boon cobh 
panion of I^erya^ the friend of Orfetns bo^ 
Rnfas, ^om I hm& banic^ed from BoKe,* 
aiHl I can prove that tiie magicaot ApoUenMs^' 
of whom yoa bare uSl heard se mnch, ia ift 
secret correspondence wii^ this noUe ldB»- 
man of mine, whom^ belcaie you aJU, I thiS' da^ 
accuse of harbouring mine enemy. He koks 
as thoi^ he would deny my^ assertion. Let 
bun do it if ha can* Let him answer tiw 
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qwBstioH wlwA I hoip pu* tcy Km before? you all 
•^^* Is not Zenott bow m crotody in thy 
Itousef 

" To some thiff qmestiott may appear para-^ 
doxical: But, Romaas, I mira* prove thftr 
man to be mj enemy, and then the mtimacT^ 
snbsistmg between one whe calk hims^ my 
ftiend and relatrre and th& most insolent^ 
Bmd andacioua s^ator. Te know, noUe 
Romans, that I thi» day gaxe yon honour in* 
the sight of all nations; that I inrited yott ta 
become yomrsdyes the obserratioa of ihy 
people, before the whole Amphitheatre. You. 
ntost hare seen how I acknowledged my rdatienr 
Flayins Clemens, when I took Mm to the ai^ena 
in my own litter. I gave him favour in yomr 
si^t, and probably might have created soiie. 
siMrt of jealou9f of his^ greatness^: bvk yoot 
would never esvy him kis^ exaltation, hsA yo# 
known, ito I BOW &)». his utter unwcNrtlmess^ 
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"Degraded Senator, crucifixion were too 
good for thee! Thou hast lied to the Em-, 
peror, cherished his foe, and thjself been the 
agent of his obduracy. Thou art known, as 
others are, but I shall pause in mj line of 
accusation, for I see many downcast coun- 
tenances, which have more modesty in them 
tlian thou dost possess. Thou dost seem to 
confront even Pallas herself; but the goddess 
tells me that thy destiny is sealed, as thy 
perfidy is discorered. 

'^ You must tmderstand. Senators, that, as I 
proceeded in my litter to the Amphitheatre, 
I espied from a distance along the Flaminian 
Way, Flavius Clemens in close conversation 
with some one, who, I well knew, must be of 
patrician blood, or he would not have been 
s^en in the broad day, in the sight of th^ 
senators of Rome, in such close and intimate 
acquaintance with him. My surprise was thercr 
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fore excited when, as the procession approached, 
in which many of you, honourable men, 
accompanied me, the stranger parted com- 
pany with Flayius Clemens and seemed to 
hasten from the spot on hijs way to the 
Tiber. 

"Ye know the distinction I conferred upon 
this man by giving him permission to sit, in 
the sight of all Rome, with her Emperor. I 
inquired who the stranger was ; and learned 
that it was Zenon, son of the brave conqueror 
of Britain, and one whom, for the sake of his 
father, I had raised to the dignity of consul. 
Surprised that he did not attend the first 
summons to the Amphitheatre, I sent a 
special herald to command his attendance, 
and reserved for him a royal favourite seat, 
at the foot of the podium beneath my own 
canopy. Mark, Roma^ that this senator. 
Flavins Clemens, pretended to excuse him 
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from his disrespect bj Baying, that lie could 
not ha^e JmowB that mj inyitatioa was a 
general one^ and meant to indode all of noble 
birtk who were not actoallj ill or absent at 
the time from Rome. This was but a pre* 
tence, for he must have known at the moment 
the contumacious diisposition of his friend : for;, 
^ that yerj time, I haye been since in* 
formed, he went to meet the enemies of our 
State. 

^^Yet our berald was sent to the haU of 
bis ancestors, bj the directkm of FlaTiiis 
Clemens, as if he was to be found at 1^ 
foot of the Cselian HiU, and would comq, of 
course, honoured hj mj especial bidding. He 
was not there, bid; was met, as I understand, 
coming from the Palatine Brieve. WiU you 
credit what I now tell you, ye ^enator^ 
that this rebdlious ^eryant Bent me word by 
my own herald that he desjused mj message 
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tmd wmhi not obey mel ^ Tdil joar mast^/ 
iBstjB Iie^ ^ZenoQ oaiaes iiot T 

'Te Jaeard, iK)Hie of jou, tins m^essage 
deli^eFed. je gods c^ Hoiae, what "rill 
^ next peiioit^ How l&(>w I how tibat mj 
fersGia is sais ^eren in my own hall! 
J^iter, wky did not Ay forked Kghtniag 
strike the traitor down? Why, Yulcan, didst 
&on not instantly hurl him mto the &ry 
fijmace ? Ye have seen the indignity thi^s 
pi£t upon your exalted serrant, ^^ hare per- 
mitted it &)T justioe sake to become ripe for 
jndgmeDft! 

''I was conlounded. Senators! Yovrsely^s 
must have perceived that I was speed]Jess from 
^lis ingratitude. I was oyercome by sickness, 
and, but f<^r 1)he cheeriDg aid of Pallas and her 
counsel in this affair, I h^d sunk under this 
unexpected bbw, Jind should have fainted 
from a^ni^ment. But Pallas counsdied me. 
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She persuaded me to assemble all the senators 
of Rome and make this case their own. She 
counselled me to secure the person of Zenon^ 
and bring him before you all, that he may re- 
ceive the due reward of his iniquity. His per-^ 
son is secured. He was found sheltered in the 
house of Flavins Clemens; and your lictors are 
at this time his keepers. 

"Hear it, ye gods above! A Roman 
senator, who ought to have brought the pro- 
scribed Zenon to justice, entertains him in his 
house, and even allows him to be the compa- 
nion of his virtuous wife and cousin ! Mark 
this, ye gods, and show the senators of 
Rome what he deserves ! 

" But I will not, at this moment, venture 
any further to expose his treachery; every 
breast must have received a pang! I shall 
jBnd time and opportunity to deal with Flavins 
Clemens as he deserves. I shall but give you 
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power to decide in the case of Zenon. I shall' 
trust to your severity, Romans, to de- 
clare what punishment should be his. A pub- 
lic one I shall insist upon ; ay, and a speedy 
one also — ^for to-morrow is not too soon for 
your Emperor's justification in the face of 
Rome. I shall the more confidently leave this 
to your decision, as I am persuaded you will 
set your mark of displeasure thereupon by tiie 
most public severity. It is not enough that a 
man be condemned — it is not enough that h^ 
should be banished. I have been too lenient 
in this respect, and I repent that I had any 
pity upon those who are gone oet from your 
body. 

"Show then, wise Senators, your sense of 
honour for your Emperor, and I am persuaded 
that you will give me some appropriate testi- 
mony of your abhorrence of this crime, by de- 
creeing an adequate punishment, such as nofi^ 

VOL. I. I 
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of yom would Wte to undergo. To-morrotr, 
Rome will be assembled, and the fiercest wild 
beasts will be exposed to view. I confess, 
Eomans, no propitiation you could mal» to me 
would be so consonant with my sense of your 
loyalty and my conviction of tl^ just punish- 
imeBt of such an offender, as to see him torn 
^bdb from Umb by these wild beasts. What, 
though he be a noble ; is he not amenable to 
your laws? And ^all he violate that first 
^at law of obedience, whidi your body de- 
creed to the person of Augustus, namdy, that 
the Emperor's mandate should be impera- 
tivel 

" I will not longer dwell upon this matter. 
I will take my seat, and await the result of 
your earnest deliberation. I shall but hold 
converse with Pallas, whilst ye ddiberate upon 
your duty. Decide, therefor^ Romans, and 
that quickly, for I have conspirators con- 
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nected with this man to look after^ and I 
would dispose of his case immediately/^ 

Thus haying ended his harangue, he seated 
himself before his goddess, and, in attitude of 
profound meditation, seemed wrapt in ab- 
stracted contemplation. 



12 
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CHAPTER VI. 
THE CHRISTIAN CONVERSATION. 

While this scene was acting in the palace 
of Domitian, a widely different one took place 
in the house of Flavins Clemens. There, ac- 
tually in chains, sat in the presence of two 
noble ladies, the very being whose conduct was 
then impeached by the Emperor. A contrast, 
indeed, to the proud tyrant who was then in- 
venting instruments of death in his heart, to 
torture the innocent man who unconsciously 
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had provoked his wrath, and who merited ovlj 
his esteem. 

Zenon, however, was not embarrassed. He 
seemed even more graceful, honourable, noble, 
and engaging, thus enduring misfortune, than 
when he had first entered the atrium of his 
friend. He was seated in the ccenaculum, and 
partook with cheerfulness of the repast placed 
before him. His conversation, too, was ele- 
vated, natural, and easj, though it must be 
confessed that, under the virtuous restraint of 
Roman manners, the hearts of those worthy 
kdies fluttered for the imminent danger in 
which their guest was placed. Well did that 
royal female know the temper and habits of 
her unde. She knew his disposition so well 
that she felt convinced she was holding con- 
verse with one whom she could scarcely expect 
ever to see again. 

The very circumstances under which he was 
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iHm adctod Bj^teundlj led to smousB^flNS of 
conyersation. A female heart can neter he 
dosed aguDfit pity ^or tl»e coftctenmed or the 
pi^eecribed, even whai it owbs the justice e£ 
Ae judgmient pr cmcHiaoed ; b^, when uniie- 
lited dmkh tjireateas the goed and jwty tike 
innecaai and noble-minded, pitj then heoomB^ 
avidi an absorbing feeting as to create a sort 
of yeBeration moi<e pure than mere mortal^ 
adDoiratbn. 

The tirtuotts Fkyia Demitilla and tiie not 
has Tmtmm Flaminia seemed exalted, bj 
the composed dignity <^ tiieir guest; and^' 
when the siares had retired from the ccenacn^ 
km, they could not hdp questknii^ their 
friend upon tibe state of hia fedings at that 
m^oaent. 

''Nobte Zenoo/^ said the matrix, ^^ though 
thou art in chains, yet, if there is anythiz^ ve 
can dof S(x thee, Gonunand cm s&cm(^ €an 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ZENON. 119 

we net send some siesseBger to tUne abodi^ 
to appiiae thii^ aged mother of th j sitoAti<m i 
Or kafit thoa oo friends ihaa irouldst like to' 
9ee at this dread period? Oommand thii 
liense to serve theel We slioiild all be glad 
80 to do. M J bnsband^s friend is mine oim^ 
attd he would justii j accuse me of neglect, if I 
wese immiiidM of anything wiiich he nmdi 
haw done/^ 

'' Most noble liadj, I smcerelj thank tikse^ 
sod deq^Ij I fed that this, attention is the 
more generous^ because thou seest me a poor 
prisoner in thine own house. I would not^ 
however^ iuTolre anj oi my househcM, and 
espeeiallj mj b^yed parent, in any pcoTOOir 
tJODL whi^ the Emperor maj at th» time 
efitertain against me; and t^refore, noble 
ladj, I would not distress her or thee;, hj' 
Making W over-anzioiB fer her scm; and yet 
ladjF, I will in some sort be troableaoone to 
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thee, for but a short space, and that for pen 
and paper to write to my friend Clemens, the 
bishop of those poor Christian souls who wor- 
ship God in spirit and in truth. I feel that 
the prayers of the faithful will strengthen me 
to bear the wrath of Domitian with unflinching 
firmness. Should I be heard before him, I am 
persuaded that I should be able to substan- 
tiate my own innocence : but, should I be con- 
demned unheard, I shall receiye help from my 
God to endure the infliction with which the 
Emperor may be pleased to visit me." 

"And who and what is thy God, who is sO 
powerful as to sustain thee, as he now doesi 
under the terrors of the fiercest of mankind ?" 

" The God of the Christians, noble lady, 
is above all the gods of the earth, though 
Hii^ worshippers are despised as if they had 
no God — as if they were the lowest of all 
mankind, ignorant, mean-spirited, weak and 
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wicked Once, lady, I thought this very 
people were such, and when I saw them going 
to none of our consecrated temples, acknowledg- 
ing neither Jupiter, Juno, Pallas, Apollo, Mars, 
Bacchus, Vulcan, Mercury, nor any of these 
deities, whom Rome extols, in my own mind 
I set them down as impious. No noble acts 
seemed to inspire them to great designs; they 
had no sacrifices, no altars, no victims, no 
augurs, hierophants, or soothsayers; neither 
did they take part in any of our games, our 
shows of gladiators, or our victims. They 
bought no chaplets, they dedicated no costly 
sacrifices, they bent to no images, they walked 
not as other Romans did, with countenances 
dignified in their expression, but ever seeming 
to be lowly in their deportment, so that I 
confess I could see nothing in them to ad- 
mire. 

" It was my duty to see more of their for- 
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titiide, kowerer, than mosi men ; for, as oip-' 
tein of tke gwml in tlie dajs of Nero, I had 
to carry into execution his Tengeance npon 
their bodj. I had to superintmd the pcigidL-* 
meaoA of many. . I sair two such yenaraUb 
beings suffer, ooe bd^aded, and the odi^ 
carocified with his head dowawaffd, that I 
marreUed at the lore, the indescribable loTe, of 
all their followers. I saw these two eaodneBt 
aposUes su&r ; I heard iimr prayers, whtdb 
to me seemed so fervBit, and so earnest^ a&i 
so composed, and yet so ncgent, that I said 
within mysel:^ ^ These men mnst woraUp a 
seal God, although I cannot see Ilim.^ I pitied^ 
as one wonld natarally ptty, soffedng haina-^^ 
mty. I regretted that I had to eaarry N^roV 
crdbrs into exeeatiooi, 

*^ One of those <fi;dne men said to me^ 
* Brother Zenon! I accept thee; thou artnmi©; 
aheady. I low tiie^ ami will tdL ihtee thou 
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fUtb (M^'daj hsLre tise joj tbart; I now expt^ 
zsoice; tbou wilt bdbye in Jesas^ as I do, and 
wUt gladly soffier for tibe truth's sake/ I caat-* 
B0fc teQ thee, Iftd j; how deefdy I was smitt^f 
hy this dedaratioBy tl»»ugh I did not thiok I 
wold eT^ possess the finuaess of ^cme men, 
and n^eet the crnel dea^ thej met with fbrti* 



^' 'AU tiie gods q£ Roime,^ said the otiier ta 
mBf 'all the gods of Bom^ are deyikl aaud 
Ibon, Zaion, wilt know it» and be pomaded o^ 
it before loni^t In the ixxesui l^e, go id 
Linos, and tell him tiiott daoeM deeore to know 
tiie truth. This persecxition wiil soon end, and 
i^km shalt be donverted.^ 

^^^What iatf^in^ patience I what joy m 
dieithl what Medsing df the sword and ihs 
hflttil dutt held it ! Qouhi the £^p^or ha^e 
i^btesaed the joy wxA. which than Ohristaami 
w^loDoaed drath, if he mnmk to pimidh tiraa 
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severely, he would have spared them that 
which was to them the crown of unmortality. 
Some were beheaded instantly, and without a 
murmur ; some were boiled in caldrons ; one 
man, even in the face of the Emperor, thrust 
his hand into the burning fire, and asked him 
if his god would enable him to do that with- 
out agony. There he held it until it dropped 
oflF, and yet his countenance exhibited nothing 
but determined resolution and calm resigna- 
tion. Others were crucified. And aU called 
upon the name of Jesus, as their God, 

" In a wcMrd, most noble Flavia, I found my- 
Iself cast down with grief, with thought, with 
distraction. I was convinced that the forti- 
tude of these Christians was something more 
noble than I could fuUy comprehend. I per- 
ceived that they were endued with a strength 
of spirit insuperable. I had a desire to know 
their God. I visited Linus, who was then 
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Bishop of the Gentfle Church ; I found him 
expecting me and rejoiced to instruct me ; I 
became his disciple — I am a Christian, and 
now, like those who have gone before me, I am 
ready, if such be the will of God, to suffer 
for the truth's sake. We pray for each other, 
lady, and it is on this account I desire to write 
a few lines to my friend and pastor, Clemens, 
now his successor, and crave of you the re- 
quired indulgence/' 

"It is granted immediately, and heartily do 
I wish thou wouldst grant us a sight thereof. 
Thou hast interested me deeply in the cause of 
Christians; and whilst I see thee as thou art, 
I could wish myself of the same spirit/' 

"Most gladly, lady, shalt thou see my 
letter, and God be praised that He inclines 
thine heart to pity us ! May He open thy soul 
to an earnest longing after the knowledge 
which we have of the true God and his Son 
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Jtem . Chnst ! I tkank jm both fur jnt 
kindiiessy and msy He who strengtiheM bm^ 
reward you alsoT 

The letter was irritten, asd^ as might be 
supposed, it was read widi the devest iniereet 
bj these two Roman ladies, who beheld ifae 
writer with feelings d sincere commia^ation* 
It was as follows :— r 

^'ZenoB, the prisoner of tiie Lord, in the 
house of Flarius Clemens, sends hk greeting to 
his belored past(»r, master, and friend in 
CSirist, Clemens, ordaised successor of Si Paul 
and St Peteiv in tiie Grarch of the Gentiles, 
Apostle of Rc»ne. Bebved&th^and ref?er€sid 
teacher, thou who hast instaructed m^e in the 
ways of truth imd ri^teousnesfl^ accept my 
humUe request made this day in my bond& 
I pray thee, thpu serFant of the Lord, put up 
thy iNrayers in behalf oi one fallen undar th0 
dbpleasuie of the Empeior of Bome. For I 
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hotaw thejr dball turn to good aceonnt. in my 
mpport. Thau ma jest readily beKere, dear 
frl^d, that £Dr no firalt ^ mine cmnnEiitted 
against the Emperor am I new in chains. He 
ihinks, indeed, that I diaregarded his mandate, 
and refused to obey his summons. He sent 
his herald for me, at the time ve ^rere deeply 
engaged in receiying the messengers from the 
CSpirch o£ Oorinth; and l^on knowest that I 
did mA leave iky presence nntil the nooo^iMy 
hour of prayer vas orw. After leaving the^ 
I came hiliier to the house ef my friend, 
Flavins Clemens, whcm God protect and com- 
fort &T his love to me. For I grea%^ foar, 
that n|Km him and liis fannly will fall ^ dis- 
pkaonfe of the I^np^roor, masmnch as I am 
found ins goest I pray thee, faiket in Christy 
make mention in thy prayers of both him and 
fdl his heose, that the gifts ef the Lord may 
1^ poimd vipoa. thm, aod tSkat tiiey m^y be 
comforted. 
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'^Oh, the infirmities of oar poor mortal 
nature ! How little does the Emperor know 
the loyalty of Christians! Oh, that God may 
be. pleased to. open the eyes of the ruler of 
Rome, and let him see how faithful are his 
Christian subjects! 

" That my danger may appear to thee in its 
true light, I can inform thee, through the 
honourable lady of this house and her cousin, 
thatfl am expecting every moment to receive 
my summons or my sentence. Flavius Cle- 
mens, and the Senate are assembled at the 
palace of Domitian, to sit in judgment upon 
thy servant. Thou knowest that it was always 
considered unlawful, and is so in the provinces 
to this day, for a Roman to be condemned un- 
heard; but here the Emperor's fiat, as tliou 
hast but recently heard, is the law of Rome. 
The lictors are at the door of this nobleman, 
and await only the orders of the Senate. God 
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only can tell where I may be an hour hence; 
pray, therefore, and let the prayers of the 
Church be offered up for me, unworthy sinner 
as I am to receive any consideration or pity 
at her hands. I persecuted her children by 
the order of Nero. I gave to death her 
brightest ornaments, and reported their con- 
stancy to my master. Oh, Clemens, thou 
knowest all the rest ! 

"Should I bring persecution upon the 
Church, by this my unknown offence, how 
greatly shall I grieve; but, if for her I should 
be counted worthy to suffer, oh, may thy 
pmyers and. those of the Lord^s children pre- 
vail to have me strengthened from above I 
• "A mighty work is close at hand ; for the 
nobles of Rome must now have their attention 
called to Christianity, and some will be found 
worthy to bear witness to the truth. Send, if 
thou canst, to my house, and obtain thence my 

VOL. I. K 
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MSS. of the Books of Moses, aad mj. wpj of 
^ Gk)i^l written by Matthew, mth tibo 
toanfiiittioii and notes thereupon by thyself. 
I would that my benefactors in this house 
diould see and understand the great works 
and words of God from the beginning. 

'^ Th^se enlightened ladies have been reading 
^e history of the Jews, by Flavins Josephus, 
which the Emperor has lent them from the 
Toyal library, and which history, as fast as it 
was written, he had the public spirit to have 
transcribed for the several public institutions 
in Rome and for private individuals, by scribes 
appointed by himself to the work. I wonder 
if the Emperor has read those manuscripts. 
How singular that he should be an instru- 
ment of proving the truth to, future gene- 
rations, and he be the sworn enemy to bcrfJk 
Jews and Gentiles ! 
^ " Conceal if ihou canst my present sufernr 
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iogs from mine aged mother; if not, I know, 
O9 Clemens, that thou wilt not fail to do thj 
Ikst to comfort her declining years. Tell her, 
I suffer gladly, yes, very joyfuUy, for the 
truth's sake- I can write no more at this 
time, but my ferret love to all my floci. May 
the Lord, the chief Shepherd, preserve them, 
lead them into sweet pastures, and bless thee, 
good Clemens, and the whole Church of Christ, 
at Rome and throughout the world. Com- 
mend me to all that are in thy house. — 
Farewell'' 

This epistle was quickly forwarded to its 
destination by the hands of a confidential 
servant. The interesting conversation was 
renewed, and the prisoner in bonds had the 
in^able delight of seeing how the Lord 
opened the hearts of his hearers to receive the 
truth. 

, "0 ladies," continued Zenon, "what ido- 

k2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



132 ZENON. 

latries and crimes haye not the Roman nation 
committed! Thou sayest truly, Flaviisi 
Domitilla^ that thou art surprised that Gtod 
should permit Titus to lead captive so many 
of the Jewish people ; but had Rome been so 
favoured with the light of truth from above, 
had she received the signs and wonders, and 
marvellous loving kindnesses of the Lord^ 
and had such mighty acts been done in her as 
have been done in Jerusalem, she would have 
been penitent and not ungrateful. But her 
gods are dumb idols, her laws human inven- 
tions, her rites superstitious, and her people 
knew not the Lord of Hosts. Rome has ad- 
vanced to be the conqueror of Judea, not for 
any great virtue in her people, but because 
the Lord's people have become wicked, have 
renounced the allegiance due to their own 
king, have crucified their King of kings, and 
therefore are they dispersed throughout all the 
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regions of the world. But the Christians 
escaped the dreadful siege of Jerusalem, and 
are gone forth conquering and to conquer in 
their Master's name, God has sent salvation 
even to the conquerors of the -^^orld, that thej 
may be subdued to His word. Rome will 
become Christian, Iler emperors will be the 
first nursing fathers of the Christian ChurcL 
All her gods will be cast down, her temples 
will yanish, and the name of the Lord shall 
flourish t 

. '' But her people are naturally superstitious ; 
they are attached to the splendour of human 
worsliip. Our most enlightened scholars and 
philosophers toll us they do not worship the 
statue itself, but the god whom it represents- 
Most noble lady^ our God is beyond all 
visible representation to human eyes, and we 
can only judge of His power by his almighty 
works seen from the foundation of the world 
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He is not like Jupiter Tfmans, Jupiter 
Ammon, Jupiter Stator, or Jupiter Capi- 
tolinus.'' 

**And yet thou tellest u& that thy God 
assumed the human form, and came dowE 
upon the earth ?*' 

" I told thee, lady, that He sent his Soa 
into the world, to take our nature into hi% 
to restore to it its immortality. He <£d i^ 
truly. He came, according to God's earliest 
promise, to make atonement in the flesh for 
the sins of the irhole world. And that 
atonement Jesus made, when oih: RomaA 
governor in Judea nailed Him to the cross. 
He consented — ^for all power was his, and he 
could hare annihilated legions of Raman 
Boldiers; He came to ful^ the Smpturee, 
submitted to that cruel death formetiy so 
%nominioos, p^w honoured^ indeed, by his 
blood shed upoa that cross. He died upon 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ZBNON. 130 

it, was buried, rose again, ascended intd 
heaven, sent the Holy Spirit who now roles 
in our hearts, works by us and with us, and 
will raise us again, with bodies like our 
Saviour's, though we be here eaten by wild 
beasts or burnt to death. But, ladies, the 
Scriptures I have sent for will inform you 
more fully of these things, and, should yoi 
require further information and I he spared, 
most gladly will I aid your researches and 
direct you in the truth. May you, ladies, flee 
from all BuperstitioDj and not only you, but 
Rome likewise ! May faith be given you to 
believe what you read, and to see, not with 
your natural eye, but with the eye of the 
spirit, the deep things of God, Hark ! I hear 
a stir in the court." 

It was a messenger from the Senate : 

" Zenon must go before the Emperor/' 

'* Ladies, farewell 1 Think not of me nor 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



186 ZENON. 

of mj chains ; think only of the tmth, and, 
when you have read those Scriptures, restore 
them again to the Church. Ood's peace be 
with you, farewell !'^ 

His chains were gathered up with com- 
posure, and the prisoner, with more freedom 
than the senators of Rome possessed, de- 
parted. 

** Oh ! true nobility of mind ! 
What freedom to be free from chains of death^ 
Unshackled in the spirit, though the limbs 
Be worn and weighted with the iron links." 
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CHAPTER VII. 



THE PAUSE. 



What a scene of confusion was going on in 
the Emperor's palace at the time when the 
nnfortunate Zeuon was speaking sqt interest- 
ingly to his noble hostess! A pause had 
certainly ensued after the thundering address 
of the passionate monarch. It was the pause 
of absolute command, which looks for instant 
pbedience without hesitation. Though th^ 
language of appeal had for form's sake been 
addressed to the Senate, the tyrant dki not 
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expect anything but immediate compliance 
•with his will. 

He had accused a senator to his face, one 
whom he had raised to the height of dignity, 
and conceived that he had a perfect right to 
degrade him when he pleased. Expecting to 
find a ready, submissire, and flattering address 
in reply, he had concluded in his own mind 
that an instantaneous ccmdemnation awaited 
the victim of his accusations. But for the 
thought of affording his senators a fatal and 
signal example of his wrath, and so making 
himself a terror to their setises, he would 
ncTer hare summoned them to his palace. 

He wanted not power to try, cofidemn, iwid 
execute any one ; neither needed he to con^ 
suit any of his subjects up^m the kind of 
death he might think fit to order. He could 
kme Mb mandate to the public execution^, 
and tiie pnson^ t^ sword, the axe> theraek, o^ 
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Ak^ wM huiats, were his engaxe^atwcith, «iid 
BO one conki oppoBe him. But/wlien onoe he 
Imd appealed to tite senators &r' a saitenc^ 
4ihcra^ he had hinted^ ai the one be expected 
*o be given, he cofald not but lirait until it 
caine. He had seated himself, and seemed to 
be the very image of dignified composure. 

A tyrant's patience is soon exhausted. Men 
accustomed to sulmiission from nobles and 
authorities brook not with indifference any 
delay in their expectations. Nor did Dondr 
tian anticipate the slightest hesitaticm. Yet 
there was a stir among the senators. There 
n^is a whispering, an indistinct murmuring; as 
if there was a doubt in the matter. The i^es 
of the judge expanded, as he saw the two 
consuls leave their seats, and confer witk 
MTeral senators. 

''Haf thought the Enqperor, ''have I deb^ 
gated part of my autliority to a resisting 
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senate ? Is my will to be questioned ? Am 
I to be doubted f' His arm dropped upon 
the side of his throne, and his attitude of 
^ase was changed for one of intense inquisi- 
tiyeness. His fiery eye became restless, his 
brow knitted, his lips quivered, and his face 
assumed the horrible expression of disturb- 
ance which it had worn that day in the 
Amphitheatre, Yet the pause continued. 
The senators leaned one towards another, and 
their conyersation, suppressed as it was, filled 
the tyrant with suspicion. 

He changed his position. He became restr- 
less, looked around at the mirrors and at the 
doors of the spacious apartment. The more 
they paused, the more impatient he became, 
untiL the murmuring becoming louder, he 
could no longer restrain the imperious impetu- 
osity of his disposition, but stamped on the 
|[oor of his throne, exclaiming with vehemeuce, 
" To your seats, senators!'" 
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There was a pause even to this command. 
The nobles went not coward-like to their 
places, but leisurely, as if they were not de- 
termined exactly to finish their consultation, 
or might have something to say in opposition 
to the accusation. The fury of Domitian 
could wait no longer. He rose; and with 
impassioned gesture spake, — 

"Ye gods of Rome I am I to be obeyed? 
To your seats, Senators! or not one of you 
shall ever sit again. Do ye dare to talk 
when your Emperor commands silence 1 Do 
ye dare to stand there, murmuring in his pre- 
sence, when his voice has once reached your 
6ars, to be seated 1 I note thy disrespect, 
Valens, and will degrade thee from thy con- 
sular dignity, if thoti darest to show one mo- 
ment's hesitation. Command, — compel the 
Senators to their seats, or I wiU comnjiand and 
compel my body-guard to lay you all prostrate. 
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Now, Roman Senators, what is it that ye con- 
Terse with yourselyes about? I have told 
yon a fact — I hare become accuser — ^you your- 
selves are witnesses, and I expect instantly the 
record of your sentence. Are ye all silent? 
Whence, then, this murmur ? Is there none 
to answer me 1 Are ye all dumb dogs, and 
must ye be sacrificed, like those who gave no 
notice of the enemy's approach ? Silent all ? 
No sentence ? Romans, speak ! I command 
thee, Vetus, as the oldest man in this assem- 
bly, deliver thou the sentence of the Senate.^ 
" As yet I know it not, dread Emperor/' 
" What 1 Thou knowest it not 1 Ye have 
not yet determined 1 Romans, ye were not 
wont to pause ! What has possessed you? I 
command you, by Jove himself — or by Pallas, 
in whose presence I stiuid, speak out any man 
who has aught to say. By all the gods, I 
swear his pa'son, afeill be aacred !^ 
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Nicomedes, tibe generous NicoHiedes, whose 
spirit prompted him to sacriiice himsdf for 
his brother senators, at once offered Im 
person for a target for the fiery darts of 
Domitian. 

" I risej mighty Emperor, not because I 
am foremost in any opposition to thy just will, 
nor because I am superior to the rest of the 
senators before th^ ; but that we may noit 
•eem wanting in respect for thy person, or 
insensible to thy most potent remarks.^^ 

" Well,'' said the Emperor, seating himself 
" speakest thou of thysdi^ for thyself alone, 
or for tiie body to whidi tkni dost belong?'' 

"I speak not for myself, O Emperor, but 
for those privileges, which from time immemo- 
rial hare been the ri^ts of Eomans. I know 
that the senators plaoed in the hands <^ 
Augu£d}iis thy predecessor, the absolute rule 
and sovereignty of the Bmjdre. We are not 
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disposed, any of us, to dispute that dread 
sovei-eignty, Oaesar, or to be disobedient to 
thy will ; but, when appealed to by that au- 
thority which we are so ready and willing to 
admit, and appealed to for judgment in any 
matter, especially one inyolving thy Majesty's 
sacred person and dignity, it would ill become 
bur grave body to give no consideration to 
thy weighty words, and not to reply to thee 
with becoming language. For no man, 
Caesar, who ever went before thee, (and may 
none succeed thee for a long season, Pallas 
preserving thee,) can be a better judge of the 
exact, and careful, and proper manner in 
which thou oughtest to be addressed. Thou 
art learned, King! learned in the ways of 
men, and dost comfort thyself as it becomes 
the dread sovereign of Rome. 

" Regard thou then thyself; and marvel ndt 
that we should hesitate to address one whom 
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we all look upon as the guardian god of Rome ; 
nor think we dare to speak without well 
weighing our words, and previously consider- 
ing the terms of that address. Romans, 
Caesar ! possess not the eloquence of the Em- 
peror. He can without any premeditation 
address the world ; wc cannot, as we ought, 
approach thee. 

*' Hence was our delay. For wc considered 
two things ; first, who it was we had to speak 
to, and for what purpose. We abhor the ene- 
mies of the Emperor, and are persuaded that 
any insult offered to him must be offered to 
the whole Roman people ; and therefore, if we 
regard not ourselyes^ we ought at least to re- 
gard thine honour, Caesar ! and that we do 
so, our very silence, our Tcry dread of not ad- 
dressing thee in proper terms, must be argu- 
ment sufficiently potent to persuade thee that, 
so far from any intentional slight or disrespect, 
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the senators of Rome did mean only to consute 
thine honour. 

"Pardon, therefore, most mighty Caesar, the 
feeble words of such an orator as myself I 
am not worthy to address such an august 
person, yet, knowing, as I do, that thy word, 
once spoken, is irrevocable, I haye taken con- 
rage, under th^ promise that thou wilt not, aa 
far as I am personally concerned, be oflfended 
with me, 

"I must crave also your consideration, 
noble Senators, if I feebly express your opi- 
nions upon the late atrocious conduct of a 
rebellious subject towards his sovereign. You. 
all know the relation in which we stand to the 
Emperor's person ; that it is as sacred in our 
eyes as the very goddess of wisdom now before 
us, and that we should as soon dream of dis- 
respect to the gods as to the person of the 
Emperor. His wisdom is little inferior to that 
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of Pallas, and Mercurj cannot speak in the 
presence of mortals, though commissioned by 
Jove himself, with half the eloquence of Do- 
mi tian. 

"So powerfullj has he represented to ns 
the insult which has this daj been shown to 
his person, that I conceive we have but one 
course to adopt in our view of the deserts of 
such a subject. Death of any kind is the 
due reward of one who disobeys the edicts of 
the Emperor, We are afl persuaded, Ossar, 
that such a one fully deserves to be torn 
Kmb from Umb on tbe arena. We should not 
hesitate in giving it as our decided sentence 
that such is his just punishment. 

" But why, mighty monarch ! why has^* 
thou appealed to the conscript fathers of the 
Roman people ? We fuUy acknowledge thy 
power, thine absolute power, to send to judg- 
ment such an impious traitor. We are per- 
il 2 
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suaded that it was Pallas who ruled thy coun-f 
sels, when thou didst deign to send for us, to 
sit in judgment upon a senator of Rome. We 
are grateful, Emperor, to thee and the gods 
for this condescension. We feel the respect 
shown to us very deeply, and here, with one 
united voice, we pray thee, Pallas, conyince 
our ruler of our gratitude. Thou only canst 
guide and guard him. Be farourable for ever 
to our prayers ; and, as we are thus honoured 
by his wisdom, may we find favour in his 
sight by this reply ! 

"0 dread Emperor! excellent art thou in 
all thy decisions, remarkable for the per- 
spicacity of thine apprehension, and equally 
jhappy in thy decisions : incline thine ear to 
jthe language of just praise, and hear the sen- 
timents of thy people. Thy senators adore 
thee : they serve thee faithfully ; they admi- 
nister thy laws, raise thy supplies, support 
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thine honour and thy fame, to the very boixlers 
of the world. The distant Gauls, and the 
more distant Britons, who inhabit the ex- 
treme west, acknowledge thy supremacy* All 
Afric's sons bow before thee ; the Scythians 
are subject to thy yokCj and north and south, 
and cast and west, as far as the rays of 
Apollo from bis burning chariot can glance, 
behold alone the dignity of Rome's great 
ruler. What, theUj is a mortal, that he darea 
to insult thy majesty? mighty Emperor, 
thou hast consulted usj that we may see thy 
justice, that we may decree that the wretch 
may be brought before thee^ and receive our 
united detestation, * 

"We are astonished, indeed, that any one 
dare to impugn thine authority. We are 
not to suppose^ Emperor, that this act of 
thine, in assembling us to hear this accusation 
and to deliberate thereupon^ could be intended 
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for any other purpose than that all Bomd 
might see and admire thy justica Thine elo- 
quence we have often heard; thy clemency 
we daily see ; and great in the annals x>i our 
9ountry will ever be the virtues of Do- 
mitian. 

"We know that thou has sent for us, <mi 
purpose that we may see the man who has 
offered thee this public insult, and hear what 
defence he can possibly make before thee. 
We have no power, great Domitian, as thou 
very well knowest, we have no power to coor 
^BJom a noble Roman to deaths without the 
ff)rm of ^ hearing before his accuser. Thou 
only hast that power, and, since thou haat 
aummoned us to give a verdict beforp thee, we 
know, Q Emperor, that we cannot do so with- 
out risking thy displeasure, by acting contrary 
to the laws of Rome. . We have no do^hl^ 
ifdeed, of the culpability of Z^noUi and .alaq; 
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ef his ainenabilit J to public justice ; but> when 
called to judgment by thy fiat, we diould only 
niock thy sense of justice and trifle with the 
lows of our country, did we not delirer our 
opinion as thou hast required it at our 
hands. 

" We are of opinion, mighty judge, that 
we cannot legally decide upon the sentence 
justly due to one of noble birth, without hear- 
ing his reply to thine accusation. We are 
aware that thou knowest this to be our only 
legal course, and we should dread thy yen- 
geance did we act illegally. 

** Let, then, the accused be sent for ; let him 
stand before thee and Pallas, and, in^iir hear-* 
ing, answer to the accusati<m which thou hast 
made against him. Thy great generosity and 
jtidgment will be appreciated by all thy 
people, and We especially, Emperor, shiJl 
be warned by this instance of thy justice, lest 
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WQ should eyer stand, in the same situation. 
Dp not> then, deny to us the merit of good 
intention in this delivery of our sentiments, for 
I declare before the gods, and before Pallas, 
in whose presence I bow, that thou, Em- 
peror, art the adored of thy Senate, of thine 
army, and of all the world. 

"Pardon my feeble expression, and attri- 
bute my defects herein not to any want of 
affection for thy person, but purely to the very 
critical position in which thine own wisdom 
and thine own speech haye placed me. If I 
haye failed, Emperor, I pray thy generous 
consideration of mine imperfections. If I 
haye found favour with thee in my speech, I 
shall know that Pallas is satisfied with the 
conduct of thy senators, haying moved thee 
to accept our decision as most consonant witli 
the duties we owe to thee, to the gods, and ta 
Rome.' 
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Thus did the generous Nicomedes interfere 
to stay the immediate wrath of the Emperor, 
and induce him to be satisfied with the loyalty 
of the Senate. Slavish and flattering in the 
extreme was the language used, but it was in 
accordance with the customary terms in which 
the heathen emperors were wont to receive 
the homage of the Senate. It spake more 
forcibly the abject condition of the nobles of 
Rome than the individual submission of the 
speaker. His real motive was to obtain a 
hearing for Zenon, and a word of explanation 
for Flavins Clemens, without any impeadi- 
ment of the veracity of the accuser or the 
possibility of giving offence. It so far sue* 
ceeded as to produce the desired hearing, 
but it failed not to tell the Emperor that 
Nicomedes was a person dangerous to his 
autiliority, inasmuch as his powers of speech 
were great. He had so ably stated the opi- 
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nion of the Senate, and ynih snch deference 
Jw the authority of the Emperor, that he 
eoidd not well refuse to accept and agree to 
the t^ms of this decision. 

Still there rankled in the heart of Bomitian 
the most blood-thirsty vengeance. Yet, he 
actuailj smiled upon his auditors ; the nibst 
awful prelude, as they knew by experience, 
and a sure one, too, of destruction to the 
accused. 

" Senators,^' replied the Emperor, " I accept 
&e ingenious apology made for you by Nico^ 
medes, and confess that he has, in a great 
degree^ pacified niy feeliiigi^ of resentment at 
your seemang inattention to my' demands. \ffd 
Itas rightly stated the motive which iMineiiifecl 
liie with regard to your aiSseinbling here ; al- 
though I do noi exactly hold with his argu- 
Hient that you have no power to condeiirii ftiiy 
one unheard, even thou^ he may chance to be 
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9k noUe RonutQ. When I give a commavidl^ 
mxelj it should supersede all law. It ought 
always to be inserted in yorxr code : * provided 
that the Emperor doth not decree otherwise, 
9uch and such is the regular course of law/ 
When I say * condemn,' you Senators ought 
not to hesitate ; you should accept it as my 
oonriction, and your duty. 

^^But, that I may not seem to be insensible 
to your proffered sense of duty and respect to 
my person, I will admit Zenon to your pre-* 
mnce. Let two of yotir own body repair 
with my summora to the house of Flayiiui 
Clemens, and see that Zenon be brought before 
Pallas and myself. I shall await your return. 
Thou, Nicomedes, as thou dost appear to know 
so well the laws of Rome, wouldst probably 
like to be his adyocate. Go thou, as one to 
whose care I confide the prisoner, and whom 
I expect to bring him hither. Away with 
theer 
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Nicomedes, tlierefore, hastened with the 
guard to bring up the body of Zenon before 
the Emperor and the Senate. He well knew 
that he could speak few words of consolation 
to the noble ladies concerning Flayius Clemens, 
he had therefore directed the officials to bring 
Zenon out into the street. There apologizing 
to him for not entering the hall, he gaye him 
to understand the danger in which his host 
was then placed, and begged of him in his 
defence to endeayour to set him right with 
the Emperor, which the prisoner, who needed 
no prompting on this point, promised to do. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



THE TRIAL. 



Before that assembly, chained and led he- 
t^recn two soldiers, appeared ZenoOj the sena- 
ton now the prisoner of the State, All who 
entered that room where Pallas stood^ with her 
formidable spear and wps, made obeisance to 
tlie Deity and then to the Emperor, It was 
customary for all Romans to bow down the 
head and arms to the goddesSj wheneyer they 
entered or made their exit. Zenon was a 
Christian, one who w^oiild not bow to the goda 
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of .Rome, whom he looked upon as so many 
demons, and their statues the mere imagma- 
tion and work of men's minds and hands. 

The senators bowed, but Zenon walked 
erect, and fltood before the Emperor. There 
was no expression of defiance in his counte- 
nance, no impudence or mad forward boldness 
in his manner, but a quiet self-possession, 
arising from the secret turning of his heart in 
prayer to Him who ruled and oyerruled the 
passion of his accuser to his own wise pur- 
poses. 

Pomitian^s countenance exhibited ai^er, re- 
venge, passion, hatred, indignation, and con- 
tempt. Zenon's expressed only peace and love. 

"Thou hast not bowed to the goddess,^ 
said one of his conductors, as he led him past 
her statue to the foot of the Emperor's throne* 

"Neither do I intend so to do,'' waa hift 
calm rejdy. 
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Fortunately at the moment the Emperor^a 
head was arerted for the purpose of looking 
at the mirror behind him, to see if any person 
was reflected therein. The fear of treachery 
was a tormentor of the heart of DomitiaOj and 
Tery seldom was he free from this sensation. 

It was said in Rome, that there was not a 
senator wlio could keep his eye fixed upon 
Domitian'a ; that he had so fierce a look, that 
few could withstand its earnest gaze* He was 
like the rattlesnakej which first catches the 
eye of the bird, and then fixes it, until his 
fonoidable terrors shake the nerves of the 
poor creature and she falls an easy victim to 
his dai't. 

Domitian looked at Zenon with the fiercest 
expression, as if he would annihilate him ; but 
the ealm and stedfast look of the Christian, 
full of resignation, quiet self-possession, and 
e?en pitying respect, waa a wide contrast to 
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all beholders. He did not tremble, for be 
knew no fear of men. He had nothing to say 
until he knew his accusation, so that he stood 
only in expectation of that complaint. He 
had no dread of the Emperor's power, because 
he knew that he had never intentionally pro- 
voked his displeasure. All around him, how- 
ever, were pale with the conscious conviction 
that nothing which the accused might say 
would in the least tend to pacify the accuser. 
If they felt glad that they had so far suc- 
ceeded as to place Zenon before the Emperor 
for trial, they knew that they had done all 
they could ; and that, if the tyrant demanded 
it, they must bow to his vengeance, and give 
their verdict according to his direction. 

And yet there was something new in the 
position in which they were then placed — ^and 
men always feel a deep degree of interest in 
anything which raises in them the slightest 
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hope of success, eren when their case is most 
desperate. These senators stood in more fear 
of the Emperor than they did of the gods. 
The latter they could appease with sacrifices, 
the former nothing could propitiate when 
bnc6 his anger was aroused. He thought, 
however, to conduct himself with perfect com- 
posure, and made sure of his victim when he 
said, " Senators of Rome, the man who has 
this day insulted you, in his disrespect to the 
Emperor, now stands before you. According 
to your laws, he cannot be condemned unheard, 
when once an appeal is made to the Senate. 
I, having consulted you in this case, I do now 
demand your sentence. The man is before 
you, and you can put any question to him 
you please. He stands accused by the Em- 
peror of having refused to answer in person 
the summons sent by an especial messenger, 
the royal herald, to make his appearance at 

VOL. I. M 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



162 z:enon. 

the Amphitheatre. What sajest them to tibia, 
thou traitor V^ 

" Only, Emperor, that it is not true T 
"Dost thou dare to tell me to my face tkit 
I q)eak falsely T 

"I told thee no such thing, monardi ! I 
said that it was not true that I refused to 
attend to the Emperor's mandate. How could 
I, since I never saw thy herald, nor he me, 
nor heard of thy sununons ? I am innocent 
of any otfenc^ in thy sight. Had I be^ so 
disrespectful as to refuse obedience, as thy 
subject, Emperor, I should merit the sen- 
tence of this assembly : but, being innocent 
of any such intention, I only ask, Empa^or, 
that the herald who heard me refuse thy 
summons be brought before the Senate, and 
questioned upon this very point. If he 
be confronted with me, and I be unable to 
prove his statement false, tiien let me be con- 
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denmed. But if it sliall be ^red that I 
lutTe done nothing worthy of these bonds nor 
of death, why should I be as I am, and be 
condemned to die 1 Both thou and the Senate 
would be sorry to punish an innocent person \ 
I am innocent of any disrespect towards thee. 
Thou hast not a more loyal subject, though I 
hope thou hast many such. I beseech thee, 
Emperor ; let the herald be called P' 

" Senators,** replied Domitian, " you your- 
selves can bear me witness, that what I stated 
is correct. Did ye not hear the reply given 
aloud in the Circus ? Did ye not observe the 
tery terms of that reply? How insulting 
was the direct refusal to obey my call ! Was 
it ever known in Rome that a herald, and 
especially one from the Emperor, dared to 
neglect his duty 1 Ye know Pavidus, that 
he neither would nor dared utter a false 
i^ply. The man is laconic in all his answers. 

M 2 
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He is positiye in the delivery of our orders, 
and equally strict in his replies. 

" I will answer for it, that the response he 
gave was correct, and for what reason Zenon 
chooses thus to increase his own shame and 
confusion, I know not. He can but add to 
his guilt in thus yenturing to impeach the 
veracity of one known only for the most exact 
and cautious delivery of his answers. Per-: 
suaded as I am, that this line, of defence will 
but involve him in degradation, I would fain 
persuade him at once to conduct himself as a. 
man convinced of the just cause for wrath 
which I have, and not to be so obstinate as 
to defend it, but to appeal to yourselves and 
me for mercy. Ye heard the herald exclaim 
aloud, ' Zenon comes not !' 

" Ye know, senators, the nature of these 
words. They are not words which admit of 
any excuse. They are words of positive: 
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defiance. They do not imply that he could 
not come — that he was prevented, by unavoid- 
able absence — -that he was ill — ^gone to tiie 
funeral of a friend— or that he was engaged 
in the worship of the gods. They state con- 
cisely, clearly, positively, and without equivo- 
cation, * Zenon will not come !.' 

" That such was the intention of the herald 
in his reply, both you and I must in common 
reason fully admit. I will venture to affirm, 
ay, and to promise pardon if it were other- 
wise, that Pavidus received that answer from 
the lips of Zenon himself. A falsehood from 
a herald is, as you all know, Romans, 
certain death. Why should Zenon accuse him 
of a false declaration ? Is it not very susr 
picious, Senators, that he should see the Ikn- 
peror coming aiid flee from himi Why did 
he not accept the general invitation? Why 
did he not, knowing, as he must have donie. 
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ihe magnificesice about tQ be dtspUjed in tini 
^lebrated contests of the arenm desire, as all 
Romans do, to see these famous sights 1 Ha 
eyidentlj ki^ew that thej were given hy m^ 
for the public entertainment; what then but 
pe^nal hostility and disloyalty to the £m-» 
peror could catise him to deny himsdf a 
frati£k;ation so congenial to the dispositions of 
all the nobility 1 

"0, Oaius Manlius Valens, 0, Cains Antis^ . 
tiiiis Yetus, ye can both remember his &ther, 
m^ braye goremor of Britain, Ostorius Sca^ 
fida! He would not so haye fled from ika 
ppresence of his Emptor. But this comes of 
>e&]tf)bling a foreign r^ce in Romel What 
though lus motjjier^ still liying in Rconie, Zeno* 
nifSt Ostori% was related to the boldC!ara<^« 
cnfv ^d had been ei^ou^d by the yictcdiaos 
l^^T o£ our forces, there truly appears to be 
in &e present descendant, Z^on, jbl gieator 
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resemblance to that bold unbaufing Briton, 
than to a. Roman noble. Ye can well remem*- 
ber the speech of that captiye to the Emperor. 
^^So it seems this half-blood noble, raised to 
the dignity of a knight for his father^s yalonr, 
chooses to exhibit his British bbod in s^^ting 
at nought the authorities of Rome. I take ii^ 
Senators, that the obstinacy of his disposi* 
tion arises from his ijii^te audacity. Is it 
i^pt almost certain^ then, that his very ^cer 
judices, inborn as they are, slK)uld have ope* 
rated thus naturally in producing the reply 
which the faithfiul Favidus has stated 1 At 
all events, Senators, there is nn^re pro^ 
bability of falsehood in such a man^s prot 
opediogs, than in il%e conduct, the veil 
known and upright conduct, of my heraki 
You see a motive in the owtumacious bch 
haviour of this h^-bred Roman ; but wh|^ 
»otive can you apply to Pavidus for his v^ 
rention — ^Zenon comes not I 
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"But, that I may not, now that I have 
placed the culprit before you for judgment, 
seem to be unjust, in not confrontmg him with 
his first accuser, let Pavidus be instantly sum- 
pioned. I will stake my crown that he dcr 
livered Zenon's message without the least 
falsification. Tell Stephanus to sununon the 
herald." 

All the Senators seemed rejoiced at the 
Emperor's impartiality; and, to speak him 
fair in one thing, Domitian did always like 
impartiality in public acts of justice. It was 
in private acts of violence that he exhibited 
that deadly ferocity of nature which knew no 
justice whatsoever. He would hear no private 
petitions for mercy : he would suffer no pro- 
strate intercessor to come between him and Im 
wrath. He sent an executioner, and, when 
men inquired the cause of the death of any 
one, it was enough to say that the Emperor 
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^did it, and every tongue was silenced No 
ctrial — ^np petition — ^no cause — ^no time for 
either. "Take such a man's head, and place it 
on my palace-gates,'' — and there it was before 
the Emperor could receiye any petition or 
prayer in his behalf. 

Zenon was perfectly composed, deeply en- 
gaged in prayer, and resolved to speak the 
truth boldly, let the consequences be what 
they might. He seemed to be aware that 
circumstances were in no way favourable to his 
c&nae; and yet the innocence of his own heart 
told him that if God were for him, no man 
could prevail against him. He patiently 
awaited the arrival of Pavidus. He came not : 
messenger after messenger was sent to every 
place in Rome — ^no one could find him. And 
as each arrival brought no tidings of his comb- 
ing, the dark brow of Domitian exhibited the 
utmost discontent. 
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^' RomuM, tlw 18 % mj^Tjf he exclaimed^ 
^^tha^is some de^kdd aebmne in this^ to arert 
the coarse of jastioe. Tou might be sure there 
was some intrigue going on, by the boldness oi 
the prisoner. Well might he profess that the 
testimony of Pavidus would not prore hig 
guilt, if he knew that the witness could not 
i^pear against him. My suspicions are more 
iMrong than ever that Zenon is a traitor. He 
has taken an unusual line of defence ; he has 
found means to put tiie herald out of the 
way, well knowing tiie punishment that awaits 
him. Zenon, Zenon! k it not enough t« 
insult the Emperca*, to deny his right of comt- 
mand oyer thee, but thou must also make som 
of thine own life by taking away the life of 
another 1 I am pansuaded, ye gods, that 
Pavidus is privately slain. He well knew 
^t he would probably be ^Dunnioned, and 
this knew Zenon also ; to tte one, this was 
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MXLse of terror : to the other, it iras cause of 
most decided patience and expectation. 

** I say agMn, Senators, my conviction is; 
^t PaTidus is slain. Zenon has friends,— 
friends, too, near the person x>f the Emperor, 
who could have access to my presence ^vrlieB' 
jK)eTer they clahned it Yes, Senators, MaTios 
Olemens is titt friend of Zenon, and tids 
mattCT looks too nearly allied to conspiracy 
not to make eren the most simple among ns 
tmspicious of an eril design. I scarcely knov 
how, ye gods, to ooutain mine anger ! I 
can see dearly through this wickedness, and I 
w31 not Impose yoti, any of yot^ so blind as 
not to p^x^ye the de^laid scheme of ini- 
quity, planned and executed with such e(mr 
ffiimmate skill as to give it an appearance of 
innocence. 

"^ Oh, noUe Romans, is it ihns ye will be 
tnied withi Shall soch eiidmt sigBS ^ 
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'treachery stare you in the face, and will ye 
not be. convinced? Pallas has not been mr 
yoked in vain : she has opened our eyes. We 
can see now the drift of this man's confidence 
in our presence. *Let the herald be sum,- 
monedl' Yes, he might well exclaim, Miot 
the herald be summoned T when he knew 
that he had found means to send him to the 
ishades of Pluto. 

" Observe, ye Senators, the difierent mo- 
tives of these men. Pavidus was anxious to 
be called before me, even when I did not 
expect that you \v ould see the least occasion 
ibr bis summons. He heard of your assesn- 
-bling, and by StephanUs desired that he might 
be called into my presence, to corroborate and 
,explain the impious conduct of Zenon. Flavius 
Clemens knew of this, for Flavia.DomitiUa 
was with Domitia, my wife, at that time, and 
jwas doubtless privy to the anxiety of Pavidua. 
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You see, Senators, that Zenon is intimate'' 
with Flayins Clemens : he is taken into cus- 
tody in his house, in the yery company of 
Domitilla and Flaminia, her cousin. Well 
might he be of good cheer, and even of in- 
ihdifferent countenance, when he knew that 
Pavidus could never appear against him. 
wise Pallas! how dost thou bring the secrets 
of conspirators to light and guard the ho- 
nour of the upright! Is such iniquity to be 
endured 1 

" Is there any longer occasion for continuing 
this trial 1 Look at it well, ye Romans, 
and let me not imagine that ye have no im- 
derstanding. Noble brothers. Flavins Clemens 
and Zenon, ye are fit companions for each 
other. Ye ought to live and die together, 
but that it would be too great an honour for 
you both. 

"By virtue, Romans, of that authority 
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wkidi I POBS680, I at once attadi the penoB 
of Flayius Clemend, and command that he W 
cwimitted to the same dungeon with Zenon^ 
as soon, Senators, as ye in jour wisdom 
shall have decided upon the verdict Re^ 
memb^, I ask nothing of you by way of 
consultation concerning Fhmus Clemens. I 
have not appealed to the Senate for their 
decision r^arding him. I claim the priyikge 
oi committing him without the form of trial, 
and shall dispose of him according to my own 
judgment Now, Senators, I await your 
decision witli respect alone to Zenpn/^ 

The whole Senate seemed to feel the terror 
of the moment lliey looked at Flavius 
Clemens; the deepei^ anxiety was displayed 
in his countenance, and reflected by their owlL 
They looked on Zenon; not a wrinkle of care 
was upon his brow ; his countenance se^oied 
to shine with conscious innocence, and he 
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looked as if lie could speak and claar up every 
mystery. Nor was Ids heart disturbed by any 
fears whatever. He was ready to die, or to 
reply. He felt ihat a msis was at hand, 
and that he must now depend upon other evi- 
dence to prove his innocenca He could but 
pray earnestly and devoutly for Flavins Cle- 
mens and his noble ladies; for well did he 
understand, as well did all Ihe senators of 
Rome, that nothing could avert the death-blow 
of Clemens. 

The scowl of the tyrant told the malignity 
of his soul, for his countenance was fiery red; 
his visage resembled all the darkest gloom of 
death, and he looked like the most cruel exe- 
cutioner. 

Nicomedes saw that there was no chance 
for his friend Clemens, unless, indeed, Zenon, 
who appeared so composed, should be able to 
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dear him from the imputation of treason. 
Again with generosity did this senator rise 
and interpose his observations between the 
inflated Emperor and his victim. 

" Pallas has inspired thee, Emperor, with 
all the wisdom of the Caesars. Thou hast at 
once so clearly opened our eyes, that we can 
but see, as thou dost, the strongest appearance 
of suspicion. The circumstances, as thou hast 
laid them before us, are too convincing for the 
slightest hesitation. Thou art wiser than all 
the philosophers of Rome, for they do but 
speak their minds in dark oracular sayings, 
which leave nothing but impenetrable mystery 
for man to dwell upon ; but thou, Emperor, 
hast so clearly shown us the wisdom of the 
case, that we are thereby enlightened. We 
have but to hear what Zenon can now say, and 
then we give our verdict." 
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Even Zenon would not venture to speak 
without the permission of the Emperor : and 
to have seen the fierce expression of disgust 
which then inflamed Domitian would have 
discomposed any other man than a Christian, 
But to his heart and mind the words of the 
Prophet Isaiah were then present : " Pear ye 
not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid 
of their revilings ; for the moth shall eat them 
up like a garment, and the worm shall eat 
them like wool : but my righteousness shall be 
for ever, and my salvation from generation to 
generation/^ 

The tyrant glanced at Nicomedes such a 
vengeful look that the senators feared like- 
wise for him. 

"Nicomedes, art thou a traitor? Must I 
again have to note thy forward mind ? Hast 
thou again dared to interpose thy observations? 

VOL. I. K 
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Thou art too amUtious, thou meddlmg 
Senator! Cross not my path, or I shall stop 
thee. Thou dost give courage to the accosed. 
But let him speak. Speak, Zenon. What 
hast thou to sajT 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ZENON. 179 



CHAPTER IX. 

ZENOirS DEFENCE. 

*'I nrow nothing, Emperor, of the ab- 
sence of Payidus. I have m>t seen him for 
many days, and scarcely hare I spoken ten 
words to him, or he ten vords to me, in the 
course of thy reign oyer us. He was certainly 
well known to me personally as thy herald; 
but I tlunk, Iknperor, I speak correctly, 
wheal I state that he was never sent to me or 
mine upon any message affecting thy tojbL 
person until this day; and, as .1 before 

k2 
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stated, I have not seen or heard of him this 
day. 

" Abhorrent as such savage scenes of blood- 
shed are to me^ and glad as I am to avoid them, 
believing, Emperor, that many wise men 
of thine own fostering are of the same opinion 
as myself, that these cruel combats are be- 
neath the dignity of a civilized State, I should 
nevertheless have considered it my duty to 
obey the summons to such a scene, had I 
known that thou didst command my coming. 

" I say again, Emperor, that I have no 
pleasure in attending any of those games in 
which the Romans take such great delight, — 
not because I disregard my countrymen, but 
because these sports are not congenial to 
my principles and disposition, which cannot 
admit that there is pleasure in any pursuit 
which will not bear the test of mature 
reflection. 
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*' The son of Ostorins Scapula is bj birth 
a Roman, though his mother was a British 
lady nearly allied to the Queen of the Iceni ; 
nor wilt thou accuse the son of any want of 
brayery, as he served faithfully among the 
German cohorts, which so signally graced thy 
triumphs. Young he may be, compared with 
many of thy warriors, but inexperienced 
neither in the use of arms nor in the ways 
of men, he is not a whit behind the noblest 
of thy nobles in the discharge of his duty. 
His ancestors were greatly esteemed in Rome, 
nor less so in Britain his maternal race; 
though thou, Emperor, hast cast reflection 
upon his origin, as if he were only of slavish 
caste. Thou hast imputed to him disloyalty 
and falsehood. Know, Emperor, that he 
who has the least nobility of British blood in 
his veins is guilty of neither. My father lost 
his life in Britain; my mother lost her 
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countrj, when Ae married a Roman, ikmians 
are not disloyal, and Britons nerer tell a lie. 
Hiere is as much yirtne in the latter as in the 
former; and the indiyidual whom thou hast 
this day lnx)Tight in chains before the Senate 
respects the jirtues of both his parents. I am 
incapable of disloyalty, and equally incapaUe 
of falsehood. 

"The yery argument, Emperor, whidi 
thou hast used with skill and address, will tell 
as much against as for the justice of thj 
position. Pavidus is not forthcoming. Thou 
dost argue therefrom that I have slain him, 
or that some friend of mine has caused him to 
be taken out of the way. I hope successfully 
to prove that in this thou art mistak^L 
It is easy, Emperor, to assert that sudi 
is not the case; but, if I can show that I was 
in the company of many witnesses^ who can 
aU bear testimony to my nerer having heard 
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tEe prodamation of thy herald, this acctisa- 
tion must £all to the ground Thj good 
sense and keen judgment will cpnyince thee at 
cmce, Emperor, that the absence of thy 
heiidd could not be occasioned by any secret 
work of my hands. The motive thou hast 
imputed to me being absent, the action could 
not be present with me. 

^^I would first draw thine attention and 
that of all the Senate to the great probability 
that, if Pavidus be missing, he has taken himr 
self otit of the way at this mcanent. WhiU^ 
less probable than that any friend of miae 
fihouhl Venture upon such a step, well know- 
ing that, should he be detjscted in snch a pro^ 
needing, hk own life and mine would be justiy 
Surfeited to the State. Should detection mt 
£oilow, what more eTident, than that my casase 
would be dtftaiorated in the sight of thee, 
&nperor, and before all Rome? My hope 
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vas, that such an idea would be prevented by 
the personal appearance of Payidus. I both 
was and am anxious that he should come, and 
his non-appearance will SQon tell as much 
against him as it does now, in thine eyes, 
Emperor, make for him. 

"Thou hast declared to the Senate that 
Payidus was anxious to see thee, after, he 
heard that thou hadst sent to summon me 
before thy judgment-seat. Thou hast made 
it appear as if he were anxious to corroborate 
the statement that he made before thee and 
the Assembly of Rome; but by thine own 
showing, Emperor, thou didst not admit 
him to thy presence ; how, then, dost thou 
conclude that it was for the purpose of corro- 
boration ? This is thine own conclusion, not 
borne out by any collateral evidence. Thou 
dost not state that he sent thee word of such 
intent, but that he desired to speak to thee^ 
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because he knew that I was to come before 
thee. Thou didst not grant him an audience. 
Why not? It was natural for an accuser to 
wish for confirmation of his position, that his 
evidence might not be supposititious, which I 
maintain this accusation now purely to be. 
Circumstantial it is not, for there are no con- 
necting links to hold the chain of circumstances 
together. 

"Thou hast built upon two very simple 
grounds the most suspicious matter of this case ; 
and hast condemned in thy mind a relative of 
thine own. First, thou dost presume that my 
intimacy with Flavins Clemens is the cause of 
some disloyalty to thy person and dishonesty 
in this matter; and that, because I was a 
guest in his house at the time I was taken 
into custody, he, and his amiable lady, thine 
own niece, have conspired to take away the life 
of thy herald. 
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^0 Emperor^ I beseech thee by the love 
Ihou bearest towards thj relatives, think 
without prejudice of these things. Can friend- 
diip, yes, friendship, which has subsisted so 
long between Flayius Clemens and myself 
have so unworthy a motive as this to Und us 
together? Thou knowest, Emperor, that we 
were boys, educated by the same tutors and 
brought up as friends. It is no new, fsosciful, 
and ephemeral feeling that has united us, but 
mutual respect and estmiation for the qualities 
of mind and disposition^ which have awakened 
and matured our friendship; for, though we 
differ very materially upon many points, y^ 
we have ev^r given each other credit for cam- 
dour and honesty, and have treated each oth^ ^ 
with esteem. 

"^Nev^ did I hear that nobk Roman or 
Ids virtuous lady utter one sentence of disre- 
spect towards thy person or thine opinioiUL 
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I know, Emperor, that they hare erer 
stood in awe of thy person, and have always 
been as anxious to please thee as to avoid thy 
cfispleasure. Before the whole Senate of 
Rome, I disclaim, as much for Flayius Cle- 
mens as for myself, any imputation whatever 
upon our loyalty. 

" If it be necessary now for me to prove 
what I have stated, namely, that I was in the 
company of others from the time of the as- 
sembling of the Circus to the time of my being 
taken into custody, and that they, as well as 
jnyseli^ never heard the sum]iK)ns of the he- 
rald, I think that thou wilt perceive at once, 
Emperor, that it is more probaUe that 
thine herald wanted to explain the cause of 
Uff report^ and that in contradieticm of thine 
asmmption rather than in corroboration there* 

^It does appear to me, knowing, as I do, 
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that Pavidas must haye been aware that I 
never heard thy summons, and that he neyer 
saw me, it does appear to me that his re- 
quired interview was for the purpose of 
making known this truth. He being denied 
this explanation, and fearful that I should be 
able to prove, as I hope to do, my innocence, 
has taken flight before the dreaded exposition 
of his ambiguous reply. Nothing is more 
common, Emperor, than for men self-ac- 
cusecj, who know they have betrayed their 
trust, to dread the day of explanation. Guilt 
will flee when no man shall pursue.- The mind, 
conscious that it cannot bear the light of 
truth, seeks to hide itself in darkness. 

"What, then, I would ask, is more pro- 
bable, than that Pavidus has made away with 
himself? I know not that it is so; but I 
have equally a right to think it, as to be ac- 
cused of having murdered him. It is the same 
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tiling to be the occasion of murder by the em- 
ployment of an agent for that purpose as to 
be the very perpetrator of the deed. Could I 
haye been guilty of any such work, I should 
haye been worthy of death at thy hands. 
But blood-guiltiness, Emperor, lies not upon 
my hands, in either sense, and my conscience 
is as free from self-accusation as I would that 
thou couldst free me from any such imputa- 
tion. 

" But I shall now proceed to clear myself, 
if possible, from these accusations, by means 
which I had hoped might have been dispensed 
with. Had Pavidus appewed, the line of 
defence I now take up would not have been 
called for, because I feel convinced that I 
should have palpably refuted his arguments 
from his own mouth. 

" But now, Emperor, I must appeal to 
thy candour, to thy sense of justice, to thine 
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earnest Ioto of judicial trutii, to bear mxe oit| 
in the line I am compelled to adopt. 

^'Mj witnesses are readj withoiit sumsion- 
ing. I have friends, Emperor, who would 
not desert me in the hour of mj utauist need 
— men whose constancy and love of truth have 
stood ti^ test of the severest trials; who never 
shrink in the hour of dai^r, but are as readj 
to lay down their lives for me as I am fin* 
them. I would not have had them called into 
this a»Bembl J ocmld I have avoided it, because I 
know the natural prejudices which have been 
imbibed against them both bj thj might j 
p-edecesBors and by the present majority rf 
the noUes of Rome. But no imputation liess 
upon their honour, none upon their conduit 
and none ought to lie upon their credit and 
veracity, among Romans, civilized and ode- 
brated throughout the world for ti^ir love of 
troth, their general n^ard £>r justice, and 
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their so often mdmilted maxim, that ^Nq 
man on^ to be sa^^sed ci^ble of nttering 
a f atebood imtil be be found guilty of some 
fraud/ 

" It fepoaWes me, Emperor, to be obKged 
to call into your presence iritnesses, who 
vould themselves be gladly excused coming 
into the pnbJic tribunals of imperial justice. 
They would rather rejoi<3e in the quiet unim- 
peachable progress <^f inoflfensive life than be 
summoned to appear in a matter of public 
justice. But, when one of their members is 
impugned, they are ready to sufifa* with him, 
should occasion arise for the exercise of their 
principles. 

*' I do not doubt that, without these walls, 
<here are numbers at this moment quietly await- 
ing my discharge or my condemnation, that 
they may rejoice or weep with me. These are 
the most peaceable of thy subjects, Emperor! 
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men who are never found in any broils, either 
of the State, or of the street, but whose mis- 
fortone it is not to be more known and yalued 
for the purity of their lives, the piety of their 
conduct, and the excellency of their faith. I 
mean, Emperor, the Christians !'' 

A murmur ran through the Senate at this 
declaration. It would baffle description to 
attempt to give a delineation of the sudden 
change of countenance which came over the 
Senators of Rome, as Zenon spake of the 
merits of a race at that time greatly increas- 
ing in numbers, but as greatly opposed by the 
body of nobles, by the Emperor, by his officers 
of every degree, and by hundreds and thou- 
sands of Romans, who were studiously taught 
to avoid their society, to detest their company, 
and not to be such mean, ignorant, besotted, 
creatures, as to have any thing to do with 
Christians. 
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Prejudice was at that time at its height 
in Rome, and the suspicion of disaffection and 
intrigue among that race and among the Jews 
liad alike been awakened in the Empero/s 
mind. Prophecies had been inyented by the 
augiirs declaring that Doniitian'a empire should 
be dissolYed by the Christians ; and, as he 
knew no distinction between Jews and Chria- 
tians, and had himself read the worka of 
Josephua, who, wondei-ful to relate, lived not 
only in his days but under his patronage, he at 
once conceived the idea that Zenon, Flavius 
Clemens, and his own relatives, were con- 
spiring with all the Christians and Jews to 
dethrone him. 

Superstition was ever the peculiar feature in 
the Roman people. No race of men ever had 
a greater degree of that infatuation than they 
had. They were always looking for signs, 
omens, and tokens from the gods above, and 
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eonceiyed that they reoeired them, not only 
from the entrails of their sacrifices, the flight 
of birds, the crowing of fowls, or the Tarious 
atmospheric phenomena of the day, bat frcaa 
the very words of criminals. And now 
Domitian^s imagination was either deceiying 
his eye-sight, or he was determined to deceiye 
ethers. 

He started from his throne. He lifted np 
his hands with emotion, and though with him 
it was a well-trained habit neyer to int^rapt 
any one when speaking, more especially a 
pleads before him, yet now, as if impelled 
by irresistible impulse, he exclaimed, looking 
at Pallas, "See, Senators, the. goddess lifts 
her degis!'' As if transfixed with astonish- 
ment, he remained a moment like one in rap- 
ture of amazement beyond the powers of 
speecn. 

InCfituation is as catching a disease as any 
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Other epidemic, and the eeimtora at once im- 
bibing the prepossession ^^hich had taken the 
Emperor, canght his air of astonishment, and 
did wonderfully increase the rapture of Domi- 
tian* AUj save Nicomedes ajid Clemens^ saw, 
or pretended to Boe, the atatne of Minerva raise 
her shield. Is it wonderfiil that men should 
Bee with the Emperor's eyes? If they eaw 
^ith their own, the same deception must at 
once have come upon them all, for, excepting the 
two just mentioned, the consuls and the sena- 
tors raised their arms and esdaimed, "We saw 
itl It is wondeiful! What does it portend?" 

Yet there stood Pallas, stiff, as she was 
istone, immoToable, save by some external 
forcCj and as little regarding anything the 
Emperor did or said as if she wa$ 'then a 
block of Parian marble not yet severed from 
the island rock, 

Zcnon smiled with pity on the deluded^ if 

2 
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not deluding, Emperor. He smiled with con- 
tempt on the statue of the goddess, and looked 
with deep concern on the faltering and bewil- 
dered senators. 

Having once been interrupted by the Em- 
peror, it became his dutj to be silent until 
called upon to proceed. It was a veiy serious 
matter, however, both to him and others, to 
answer the next question put to him from the 
throne. 

" Be seated, Senators, and recover your- 
selves from your alarm. I know the intentions 
of the goddess ; but, before I explain them, I 
must put one plain question, both to the cri- 
minal before you and those whom I consider 
his coadjutors in this assembly. 

** Art thou a Christian, Zenon V 

** I am, Emperor I and I would to God 
thou wert one also. Thou wouldst soon per- 
ceive that this stone, which thou callest a god- 
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dess, can neither see, hear, nor moye, has no 
shape nor form, saye what men have given to 
it, and is insensible to wisdom as to speech^ 
touch, or action/' 

"Silence \" exclaimed the enraged monarch. 
"Dost thou dare to profane the presence of 
bur deity 1" 

" I profane nothing, Emperor ; f* this^ 
which thou callest a deity, is nothing — ^nothing 
but stone, the work of Grecian sculptors, and 
is not worthy to be called a god/' 

"Silence, I say, proud boaster, or thy head 
shall faU at her feet as an atonement for thy 
impiety. Speak only when we command thee^ 
and simply according to our questions I Si- 
lence 1 I have done with thee, I will hear 
no more of thy defence. Guards, bid my sol- 
diers disperse the Christians from before my 
palace gates, and, if any be found loitering 
about the streets of Rome, let them be sl^dn. 
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Pirodaim aloud that those vho widi ta «▼© 
their liyes most keep at home. 

** I wonder, Senators, that ye are not afraid 
of being murdered as ye return to yow own 
halls. I have had intimation some days since 
of an expected insurredaon, and Pallas, whom 
ye saw just now giving such evident tokens of 
her favour, confirms the report of those wise men 
who have made known to me this mystery. It 
m well we know it in time and are prepared 
to meet it. The first fruits (rf it are among 
your own body. Zenon is a Christian, a de- 
viser of our gods and a bold dedaimer against 
the virtue and the wisdcan of Pallas. Our 
time-hallowed institutions he dishonours and 
would overturn our gods ! What dse would 
he not do ? If o^xr gods, are nothing in his 
s^ght nor in the sight of Christians, what can 
we expect to be ? aod he, who would deatroj 
the former, would soon rebd against the httei: 
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I saj Hiat lie is a rebel befcKre you this dap 
and is worthy of death ; I leave his case in 
yoiir hands ; I expect your yerdk^ 

^Flayins (Semens, art thou aChristianr 

^Noj I am not, most mighty Emperor; I 
am not worthy to be one/^ 

Zemm turned, he looked at the countenance 
of his friend, lifted up his eyes to heayen, and 
exdbimed, "God be praised!'^ 

"Nicomedes," swd the monarch, " art thou 
one of them V^ 

^ I bear at present, Emperor, no sudi de^ 
signation. I ie^tate not to say, howeyer, thai 
I haye many pocH: friends among ihem^ upon 
wh(mi 1 am ^ad to bestow my bounty, ad 
long as they are what I haye uniformly found 
them to be, peaceable and quiet citizens, good 
and loyal subjects, dutiful to their parents, 
respectful to their superiors, and what they all 
profess to be, the friends of each other in 
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adyersity, and loving all men, even their 
enemies/' 

" Thine admiration, Nicomedes, will soon 
ripen into intimacy. Both thou and Flavins 
Clemens have good opinions of these Christians. 
He has a very intimate friend in this insulting 
criminal, and tells the Senate his high admira* 
tion of them, by pronouncing himself unworthy 
of them. Perhaps Zenon will make him mor6 
worthy, and admit him into his fraternity, 
wife and family as well. Nicomedes, thou 
wilt not open thine eyes to the deceit of this 
rebel and his company. I will say, however, 
that thou hast had thy desire for him, a fair 
trial; and, witnessing, as thou must have done, 
the interference of the goddess, indignant at 
the violation of her sanctity, I think that 
even thou wilt be somewhat shaken in thy 
pertinacious attachment to these children (rf 
Judea. 
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<^ I am content to let the matter go before 
the Senate for their verdict. I will not admit 
Christians to be witnesses in this case, though 

Zenon should call anj of the nobles of Rom^ 
were they such. These Christians will hold b/ 
each other even unto death, in their mad per- 
suasions, and proclaim, as they always do, the 
innocence of their lives. But, for sedition, im- 
piety, rcbeUioUj profanationj and bold asser- 
tion, they have not their equals throughout the 
wide world. I leave Zcnon in your hands^ 
Senators; let your verdict be according to 
your conviction. Ye have heard his defiance of 
your gods : argue, therefore, whether he did 
not tliis day defy my authority, I ask not 
your opinions concerning others^ but simply 
with regard to this man; had I known he 
were a Christian, I should not have appealed 
to you concerning him. He is the first 
of your class who has become a Christian- 
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I leave him to you, and ftirait joai ded-- 
sion.^ 

All present perceived tlie erident brfared i 

irMch Domitian exhibited in his cont^nptu^ 
ons treatment ef Playins Clemens and Nico* 
medes. No two men, kowerer, were more 
respected among them than these two irere; 
and they secretly rejoiced at the boldness 
which they had that day exhibited in the 
face of the Emperor and the Saiate. Hopes 
arose, that one day tiie voice of the ancarat 
representatives of the people might be heard 
without dread, though as yet they wodd not 
venture to oj^ose the absolute will of the 
tyrant. The only two who dared to do so 
were evidently mduded with the criminal in 
the displeasure of the Emperor. Where fear 
oppresses tli^ Imman mind, and exercises an 
influence in Hie immediate presence of tli6' 
object of terrw, Kberty cannot be expectec^ 
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unless imder the glbriaus^ ccmseiocisiiess of self- 
iBiiD]o]:atkMi. The cost must be counted, not 
recording to selfish gaiii^ among such cringing 
parasites as then formed the Senate of Rome, 
but according to the dictates of conseieoi^j 
founded upon such wisdom as looks to the joy 
and comfort of thousandsj "who may never 
eyen know the extent of magnanimity required 
to make the sacrifice. 

Nicomedes was a man of this noble temper, 
one who pitied the stifferings of his country- ■ 
men under the supercihous domination of the 
tyrant Domitian, He was an enhghtcned 
heathen, pure in his news of nature, and the 
duties of humanity, noble in his defence of 
the innocent, generous in his bearing to the 
luifortunate, aud liberal towards all who con- 
incted theoiselyea with propriety, though they 
differed from him in religion. He was in fact 
a noble Roman, aud though not so far hum- 
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bled as to become a Ohristian, jet was he 
desirous of serving so trulj good and peace^ 
able a race. He admired their constancy in 
adversity, their great love to each other, their 
very reasonable doubt and distrust of the 
powers of the gods of Rome, and looked upon 
them as philosophers of the rarest kind, be- 
cause they had no apparent desire to refuse to 
reveal any of their mysteries. He had visited 
numbers of them in the days of the tyrant 
Nero, and had administered to their temporal 
wants, had been blessed by many of them at 
the time of their peril, and had been prayed 
for as fervently as if he were one of their own 
body* 

He admired Zenon. He loved his noble de« 
ijlaration of the truth. He saw the Emperor's 
rage; he pitied him in his soul; and wished 
that he might ever be as calm as Zenon, under 
tiie weight of the Emperor's displeasure. 
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Little did he or Flavius Clemens then sup- 
pose how near they were to the kingdom of 
Ood, how soon to be the conyerts to Christi- 
anity, the companions of Zenon, and to seal 
their testimony to the truth even with their 
Wood I 

They refused, under the ban of Domitian, 
to join in the sentence of the Senate. They 
gave in no opinion; and, when they heard 
the Consuls yield their verdict of *' Guilty" 
and declare Zenon worthy of the punish- 
ment of the Emperor's expressed mode of 
death, they shuddered for the iniquity of that 
sentence, and rejoiced that they had declined 
joining in the verdict. So near do good men 
come to the very borders of Christianity ! 

The sentence was given by the tyrant, that 
Zenon should be made a public spectacle in 
the arena, to be devoured by wild beasts, on a 
day appointed by the Emperor, with the com- 

4^ 
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mon right of a Roman to defend himsdf ; and 
that, meanwhile, Playius Clemens and TSkx^ 
medes should be committed to the same dun* 
geon, to partake of the philosophy of their 
friend, until the Emperor's pleasure shcRild be 
known concerning them. 

The guards did their office. Zenon, Nico- 
medes, and Flavius CLemens^ were committed 
to the dungeon of Domitian; and the Sena- 
tors of Rome dii^ersed tp their respectiTe 
homes, eadi man aahamed (£ his own pusil- 
lanimity. 
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CHAPTER X. 



THE ASTROLOGER, 



To follow the Senators of Rome to tkeir 
couches that nightj and to dive into their 
nocturnal cogitations^ would be to learn a 
lesson of shame^ which would fill men with 
abhorrence. A whole Senate^ save two, were 
diJsmiBsed with honour and jet felt none, were 
eulogized by the Emperor yet felt ashamed, 
disgraced and stung to the quick, each man 
detesting himself for his cowardice, and yet 
secretly rejoicing that he was not like Zenoii| 
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Flayius Clemens, or Nicomedes, committed to 
the dungeons of the State. 

Men despise themselves for their worthless 
conduct, and yet rejoice that they have not 
displeased a worthless tjrrant. What a com- 
pliment it must be to men in power, to find 
men cringing before them even though they 
hate them! Domitian's momentary displea- 
sure with himself gave way to the most un- 
bounded confidence in his own wisdom. He 
had feared the rising independence of the 
Senate, and was glad to find that he had 
crushed it at the moment of its hopes. He 
had sought but the punishment of Zenon, 
whose offence was trivial, and had got now 
into his power two of the wealthiest of the 
nobles of Rome, whose goods must now become 
confiscated to his own use. The Emperor 
thought of the value of their property, and in 
what way it might be best dedicated to his 
own magnificence. 
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He had now arriY^d at the summit of his 
own eelf-exaltatioDj and resolved to show to 
all Rome what lie alone imagined a ispecies of 
self-devotion* As if lie were showing self- 
denial, self-sacrifice, a deliberate puniBhmcnt 
of himself for the benefit of futm*e example, 
he resolved that his relative Flavins Clemens 
should never again see his household gods. He 
entered his palace flushed with the conquest 
he had gained over the slavish fears of the 
Senators, and, as in general an intemperate 
man, ho called for a goblet of wine, and in- 
sisted upon the presence of Domitia* 

" Parthenius," he said to his Chamberlain, 
" I shall need thy assistance. Let two of the 
lictors be in readiness to obey my commands, 
meanwhile let my banquet be prepared. Let 
the astrologers^ poets, musicians, and orators, 
assemble in my theatre. I shall enjoy their 
effusions after the tedions law combat I have 

VOL. 1. P 
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had this eyening with mj Senators. Sehd 
Domitia unto me/' 

Surprised at the unexpected summons, the 
wife of Domitian, tiie Empress of Rome, made 
her appearance as quicklj as she could, in all 
iihe regal state of her dignity. 

'"Thou majest dismiss thine attendants, 
Domitia. I would converse with thee a few 
minutes upon affairs concerning our own in- 
terest." 

Domitia waved her hand for her attendants 
to depart, and she remained alone with the 
Emperor. 

*^ Hast thou latelj seen thy cousin DomitHla 
and her companion V 

" I saw them this very day.'' 

^^Then I diarge thee see them again this 
very night, and let me see thee afterwards. 
Thou must be the bearer to them of painful 
tidings. Flavins Clemens is doomed to death* 
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Nerer more k he ta see the gotU of his heaxtk 
He is in the dungeon beneath my palace, and 
ere the morrow's sun shall gild the seren hills^ 
he shall die the death of a traitor/* 

" Oh! Doraitian, am I to be the bearer of 
such tidings ? black Fate, to what hast 
thou doomed me! Spare me the agony, 
dread Emperor 1 Spare me this painful duty. 
Is there no mercy with thee 1 Ilast thon shut 
out every sense of pity ? Domitian, spare 
me the agony of such a fate t Let me inter- 
cedcj Emperor ! By all the days of farour 
thou hast shown me, by the lore thou hast 
borne me since thou didst tear the partner of 
my early years away, spare! spare thy 
cousin ! What crime can he hare been guilty 
of that thou shouldst send him to the shades 
of Tartarus so silently! Ah! why this 
cruelty"? Clemens never wronged thee, and 
his wife, my sweet companion DomitiUa, must 

p2 
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I be the bearer of thy husband's death-blow? 
let me kneel and pray thy mercy ! Let me 
say to her, *Thy husband was doomed to 
death, but I have saved him!' Emperor, 
give me this joy/' 

"By the gods above I swear that he shall 
die!" 

" Oh ! dreadful oath ! swear not another." 

"By the gods above, by Jupiter, and by 
my defender Pallas, thou Domitia shalt be 
the bearer of these tidings to my kinswoman. 
If she be like him, she also shall perish. Go, 
haste thou, say that she never again shall wel- 
come Flavins Clemens to his home." 

" But why, Emperor, dost thou single me 
out to carry this death-warrant V^ 

"Simply because I choose to do so, and 
thou hadst better obey without any further 
question." 

"I will ask but this. Should they desire 
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to say one parting farewell word, for I know^ 
dread monarch, that they love one another, 
may I permit the interview V' 

" Yes, provided thou dost let me know the 
exact manner in which they behaved them- 
selves, their conversation, as nearly as thou 
canst deliver it. Yea, yes, I give thee my 
signet which will admit thee and these twain 
unto the dungeon, Norbanus has its counter- 
part, and to him I have confided the care of 
these three friendSj Zenon, Flavius, and Nico- 
medes. Go, Domitiaj and remember thou must 
be here before the hour of midnight if thou 
wonldst be spared the bloody scene of death I 
Go — my will 13 fixed, my orders are given, my 
word must be obeyed/' 

Domitia retired. She bent her head to lior 
lordj but she could not fail to feel that he was 
a cruel tyrant, capable of any crime. 

It was part of his refinement of cruelty ta 
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^ndt in ihe sufferings of Ids yictims, and, with 
a show of feeling for their situation, as if he 
really commiserated their unhappy lot, he would 
pretend to be kind to them at the moment of 
their death ! dreadful tyrant ! hard in* 
femal man ! He knew no fear of doing any 
deed, he dreaded no responsibility. Eren that 
very night in which he had appointed the 
executioners to do their duty, named the vary 
houTy and signed the death-warrant of two of 
his moat faithful subjects, he was entertain- 
ing and diyerting his mind with revdlings^ 
speeches, fooleries, and music, as if he would 
drire away thou^t until he knew that the 
deeds of horror were perpetrated. All the 
scenes connected with the events of that hour 
cannot be rebted at cmca 

But, whilst the bloody tyrant was thuft 
engaged, rioting in his intemperate fdly, and 
preparing the instruments of deatli for oikers. 
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God was bringing i^ut his day of vengeance 
out of the very acts which he was perpe- 
trating: so assuredly are wicked men set in 
slippery places, and tumbled down headlong 
to their own destruction. Princes who will not 
take pleasure in doing the will of the God of 
Wisdom, Love, and Peace, must at last be sub- 
ject to his displeasure. For He ia no respectar 
of persons, though He places each man in his 
station in life to use and not abuse that 
station. In the midst of his revelries, that 
memorable night, h^ had summoned Ascl^ 
terion the astrologer to answer for his predio- 
tioB^. 

" How now, thou wise philosopher ? I hear 
that thou dost dare to prognosticate in Rome 
the manner of the Emperors death. What 
dost thou say of it T 

**I say that thou shalt dieT 

"Die, yes, I know it; but thou dost trum- 
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pet forth thine auguries as if I should not die 
a natural death/' 

" Wouldst thou hear the truth, Emperor, 
without persecuting thine astrologer, I would 
tell thee, even as I tell thy citizens, what shall 
befal thee. Thou art yet in the prime of life. 
No grey hairs are to be seen upon thy brow, 
thy cheeks are smooth, thy beard doth curl, 
and thine eye is bright. Thou dost enjoy the 
revels of this night. Thy minstrels sing; the 
trumpets sound; the cymbals clash; thine 
orators praise thee; all men fear thee, and 
thou dost seem to enjoy life, but thou 
dost not enjoy it. I can read terror in 
thine eye, distrust in thy countenance, and 
the lines of death in thy destiny. Thou 
shalt never be an old man, never have a 
grey hair, never have an illness, never send for 
thy physician. Battle shall not disturb thee. 
Archers shall not hit thee. The bed of sick- 
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ness shall not be thy lot. Beware thou of the 
hour before midnight on the fourth day of the 
ides of September next. Be absent that day, 
if thou canst, from thine own house; leave 
thy wife and family ; let not any one approach 
thee — for thou shalt die. Thy cruelties shall 
live beyond thee, thou shalt not be honoured 
with a weeping funeral array. Thy glory 
shall pass from thee, and all thy pomp perish 
in that hour. Fare thee welll" 

"Hold, thou wise astrologer: thou dost 
know so well the day of my death, dost thou 
know the day and manner of thine ownf' 

" I know that I shall die before thee, and 
be devoured by dogs. If this be not true in me, 
then shall thine own not come to pass. But if 
thou findest this true, so shalt thou find the 
other. Look to it, Emperor! Fare thee well T' 

"Fool, thou dost belie thyself, and yet 
speak truth in one sense. Die thou shah 
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before me ; but I ^will take care that the dogs 
shall not devour thee. Go thy way — depart! 
•"-Partheniu£^ see that man slain, ay, slain this 
rery hour. Follow his steps, thy life shall 
be for his, if thou dost not see it taken. 
Guard thou his body, raise a funeral pile, and 
see it burned to ashes. We shall th^ see if 
he speaks the truth. Away with him! Dogs 
shall not devour him; and the £MH*di day be- 
fore the ides of S^tember shall have no ter- 
rors ioT a Caesar/^ 

So quick, so crud, so capricious, so reyengo- 
ful, and yet so femrful and superstitious was 
this haughty bloody monster. 

Not a hundred yards from his palace, the 
<;ry of 9mrder presently arose, but 'twas the 
Emperor^s comxkiand, and no man dared to 
questi<mit. Ascleterion was slain; ai^l his body 
was dragged into the comer of the Emperor's 
giurden« Slaves soon raised the foneral pile, and 
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the corpse ^as laid upon it. Domitian, in his 
levels, thought ^not of the possibility of dogs 
derouring it; but, whilst the goblet was lifted 
to his lips, the murmurs of the skies gaye token 
of a coming stomt 

How differently were the Christians employed 
at that moment. The good Bishops who, with 
many ChristianB, dispersed by the guards from 
the palace, bad retired to his own quarter of 
the city, assembled the whole body of the 
Church, and spent that bitter night in prayer. 
For Zenon were the prayers of the Church 
offered up, that he might hare consolation in 
his siifferingaj and not be left alone in his dis- 
tress ; for the friend of Zenon, the noble Fla- 
vins Clemens, that he might be conyerted and 
f trengthened, and cyen for the tyrant himself 
that he might be oyerrulcd for good, that he 
might become a ChristiaDj and no longer be a 
persecuting tyrant. 
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Oh, the depths of Christian loye, which in 
that day were so stronglj agitated! How 
were souls inspired with the glowing warmth 
of fraternity, when persecutions, perils, and 
death were the riches which Christians were 
to expect in this life! but, if this were 
all, they were indeed of all men most mi- 
serable. But it was not all — ^they looked for; 
ay, they were assured of better things, they 
estimated strictly the joy of present things, 
and their loss, and the prospect of future 
glory. They were men, and felt as men, but 
the Holy Spirit oyerruled their natural feel^ 
ings, making their love towards each other so 
purely spiritual that they were ready to lay 
down their lives for their brethren. 

That night of terror, in which their belored 
friend Zenon, who acted as the secretary and 
chief presbyter under Clemens, was sufferiiig 
hardship like a good soldier of Christ Jesus; 
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that night the Christians spent in prayer for 
bim. Their prayers prevailed, for Zenon was 
comforted ; he was even happy, cheerful, and 
more than ever elevated with thankfulness to 
God, that he was deemed worthy of this per- 
BecutioD. 

If the Church presented a picture of sub- 
mission, and, prostrate before the Lord, prayed 
for Zeuon's safety, he indeed had a glorious 
help in those dark hours of his dungeon's 
gloom. He had a happiness such as none but 
they who worship God in spirit and in truth 
can expect. ?la?ius Clemens, Nicomedes, and 
Zenon, were committed to the same dungeon, a 
dark, vaulted, damp, and dreary place, where 
reptiles which hated the sun dragged their 
bodies over the bricks, leaving behind them a 
slimy trail of silvery lustre. 

But one couch of straw was in that dreary 
cavern. A single lamp, with oil sufficient for 
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one ni^t, was fixed or held in ttie grasp of 
the metal claw of an eagle fastened to thd 
wall. A bowl of water, with one flat cake oi 
bread, was all the food before them, and, 
as the accomnK>dation was prepared but for 
one, it was very wisely concluded tiiat the 
other two would not long want any oiher 
than the grave. But which was to enjoy that 
straw-corered couch, which to hope for ano- 
ther da/s light, was the question among the 
three, solved soon by the wisdom ^ven to 
Zenon, and by him made use of, as will be 
presently seen, for the most glorious and 
blessed purposes. 

What is a dungeon to the soul of a happy 
Christian ? Which was the happier bdng, — 
Domitian, reigning in luxury in the gorge- 
ously painted rooms above them, and driving 
away thought by dissipation, or the perse- 
cuted souls beneath him on the cold damp 
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floor, with bread and water and straw, ex- 
pecting death, but fearing it not, because they 
knew their consciences were burdened with no 
evil thoughts. Horror reigned aboye them; 
but peace came into their hearts. 

How blessedly they were employed will be 
gathered from the following chapter. Let it 
Buffice for this, that, as we come in and go out 
of the world naked and destitute, so it is not 
the couch of down that is easy, but he that 
rests upon either straw or feathers, if his 
conscience is but calm, and bis heart fixed in 
lore, blessed state 1 Happy mayst thoube^ 
reader, to love the Lord thy God, and his 
Son Jesus Christ, and sleep soundly on the 
floor of a dungeon, or the downy bed of a 
palace. May God bless thee with sweet peace 
and rest ! 
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CHAPTER XL 



THE CONVERSION. 



They were friends, trulj enjoying friend- 
ship, who in that calamitous night spent a few 
sweet hours together, nerer more ftdlj to 
enjoy each other's society until the resurrec- 
tion of the just. The Spirit of God had 
brought them together, and as they had, at 
least two of them, exhibited the noblest love 
to Zenon, so now it became his duty to show 
that gratitude which his neyer-dying religion 
prompted in his soul. 
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Great, indeed, had been the moral courage 

displayed by these noble Romans ; heathen 
though they were, and at that time only phi- 
loso]>hically enlightened men, i^ho regarded 
humanity, philanthropy, coxirage, and genero- 
sity, as virtues which drove away the fear^ 
of a tyrant, even though their lives might bo 
sacrificed to liis vengeance* ' 

Moral courage is a quality of wisdom, which 
wise heathens cultivated thinking it acceptable 
to their deities. Marcus Curtius exhibited it 
by plunging into the yawning gulf which 
suddenly opened in the Forum. Greeks 
and Romans, as well as barbarians of every 
age, have shown this species of darings which 
men have considered a wonderful elevation. 
Death, however, may be despised by many, 
without any other idea than that of moral 
bravery, prompted by the love of fame among 
men ; but Ohristianity alone teaches how to 

YOIi, I* 4 
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StMtifj tl^ fipirit vitb perfect compcMmre, 
aad enabks a man to ^^possess his soul m 
patience'^ at moments of the most extrenvs 
horror. 

^* I perceive, my dear fiieiids,'^ said Zenon, 
'^^ that you are in imminent dai^er. I would 
^gladly die for you, and bdPore you, if it woold 
spare your lives ; but I find that I am to live, 
aad that you two will be taken from me. I 
IlHow tlus by tlffi very nature of appearances 
in this dungeon. Aoccnnmodation is made for 
but (me, and, as my sentence is to be torn to 
death by. wild beaste in the puUic Amphi- 
theatre, I may have a few days longer to 
live ; but I am persuaded that you are to be 
iBwaiediate victims to the tjrrant's wrath.''^ 

*' He surely dare not day us unoondemned, 
without a trial, or even a hearing,** said Ni-^ 
copaedes. 
. : "He assuredly dare do anything, and he 
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will da, during his day, ^vhatsoerer lie chooses- 
You both know him veil. He will kill anjr 
one who offends Mm, and he will slaj you 
both this yery night," 

" I am ready to die/* exclaimed Nicomedea, 
'^ if only my couotrymen coiild be released 
from the chains of the oppressor. my 
country, my countrymen, how have I 
gloried in your prosperity ! But to Bee yom 
now degraded beneath the ban of a tyrant, 
how gladly would I pay the forfeit of my exist- 
ence, could I see you free from the tyranny 
of Domitian! I fear, howerer, that Romang 
hare lost all public Tirtue, and are driven 
into their own selfishuesSj for none seek the 
good of others so much as their own/' 

''Not so, Nicomedes ; the Chi^istiaiis, despised 
as they may be in Rome, would have every 
citizen set free from the dread of man, but it 
must be from a different motive than mere 

Q2 
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opposition to power. They cannot Encourage 
rebellion, nor would they ever join in destroy- 
ing the gOYemors or governments under whose 
laws they abide ; yet they would lay down 
life for the profession of love, peace, and 
liberty which they enjoy* They know no 
tjompromise with immorality, impiety, yiolence, 
hatred, wrath, and sedition. They possess 
a liberty which they can always enjoy, since 
it is the liberty "^of love. They do nothing to 
-disgrace themselves, nothing to provoke the 
displeasure of other men, save expressing 
their horror of idolatry, and their resisting, 
even unto death, the sacrificing unto devils. 
Superstition they ^bhor — priestcraft they 
abjure — deceit they hate— strife they avoid ; 
the true God they worship : they fear not 
death, because they know that they shall be 
restored to life.** 

^*Tell me,** said Flavins Clemens, "who, 
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and what is thy God, for, whosoever he may 
be, he fortifies thy mind with the most won- 
derful philosophy. I have seen thy compo^ 
sure this day, when annihilation stared thee iu 
the face, and 1 longed for thy ^irit/^ 

" Say not, Plavius, that I ever thought of 
annihilation. The spirit I possess can never 
be annihilated ; no, it will live longer than 
the sun, the moon, the stars, and all the 
glorious things of creation, which the eye 
of mortal man can behold. I shall never 
die : my soul shall live for ever ; and though 
my body may be killed, and the particles 
thereof be scattered by the four winds of 
heaven, yet shall it shortly live again, stand 
up in new strength, arise from the dead, and, 
lite my soul, become immortal V' 
' ^* IIow knowst thou this, and who shall raise^ 
thy body again?" 

^* Even He who originally made it.'' 
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"And who is her' 

" The one true and everlastmg God, who 
has revealed Himself to man, and has made 
atonement, the only atonement for a guiltj 
world, by giving up his Son Jesus Christ to be 
put to death by those very men whom he 
came to save. All the gods of Rome are but 
inventions, ignorant dumb idols, devils as- 
suming a right to be worshipped by blinding 
the eyes of Romans, and making them attri- 
bute to a block of marble, virtues whidi God 
alone can possess. 

" Was it ever known that Jupiter, or Juno, 
t)r Mars, or Bacchus, or Apollo, or Minerva, 
raised the dead to life ^ No. The utmost 
idea of immortality which you Romans can 
reach is an existence separate from the body, 
and to be enjoyed in the presence of your 
deities, to be placed among the constellations, 
and to be worshipped of men. Hence are all 
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jamr oostlj offerings, which in fact are offi»re4 
to deyilS) and not to a God at all. The God 
we Christians worship requires no such sacri- 
fices on our parts, since His Son consented 
to be our sacrifice for sin and an example that 
we should follow in his steps ! 

" Your time is yery short, or I would gladly 
cpen our parchments and read and explain the 
time history of man, man's fall, and nuoi^s 
redemption. What I can do I will ; and may 
Qod open yonr hearts to receire the engrafted 
Word which shall yet enlighten ami eiiftiwii 
you unto eternity " 

It would haTe dose the heart of any 
CSknstians good to see the longing anxiow 
dfifiire aft^ immortality which then came 
vpoBL these noble Romans. In a dark vok- 
healthy dungeon, with but one lamp glim^ 
aiering throi^h the sombre vault, and be* 
neath the rays of that lamp, stood Zenon, 
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preaching, as it might truly be said, the eyer- 
lasting truths which he had learned from his 
tutor Linus, the first Bishop of the Gentile 
Church. at Rome, and his friend and father, 
Clemens, then his successor. 

^* Dear friends,^^ he exclaimed, "the hours 
that we spend together in this place are but 
^hort, and short at best the whole of those 
that we spend in the flesh. Yet, short as they 
are, nothing but the goodness of God can 
make them sufficient for the great work which 
we have to do. God has done much for you, 
in a very short time. I perceive that He has 
awakened in you a desire for the truth — ^a 
desire to know something satisfactory beyond 
the grave, something which to your nobly in- 
quiring minds may be an answer to the thirst for 
comfort which He has himself inspired. Your 
philosophers have taught you many maxims. 
They have opened to your minds the views 
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of nature, and have made you perceive that 
Idolatry is the curse of Rome. But they 
have never gone beyond that negative kind of 
teaching, which disapproves and only knows 
how to find out errors, without the means of 
correction. 

" I have a very different course of instruct 
tion to pursue : this very hour must add 
your souls to immortality, or they are lost. 
Disperse at once from your minds philosophy, 
falsely so called, and idolatry, truly so desig- 
nated. Dispel even the arguments of Plato, 
and drive away the notions of Pythj^goras, 
Socrates, or any of the various teachers, who, 
however learned in their theories, can only 
guess at immortality, I have to reveal to you 
the truth — ay, the true God and eternal life t : 

** Time will not now suffice to let me show 

you the follies of those fancies which have 

ound sudx reception among Romans, I be- 
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seech jou abandon all preconceiTed prejudices^ 
and hear a plain statement of truth, as weSL 
as I can narrate it! Would that Clemens 
•were here to proTe that which I pray God 
you may have grace to receiye I 

" We hare all one common origin, we are 
descended from one common pair, our first 
parents — Adam and Eye. Gk)d created them 
aft^ He had made all things ready for thmr 
formation. Of the dust of the ground He 
made the first nuuv and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of Life, that portion of 
Himself which was life, in whidh likeness man 
became a living soul. Innocent, pure, and 
spotless, not knowing evil, man was created; 
and as every thing else created had a partnav 
80 God saw fit to take out of the man He had 
made a rib, and made it a woman. Adam 
caUed this woman's name Eve. 

^' Godsaw fit to give man a law to live by» 
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a law of Life, the transgression of which 
should be death. It consisted of but one 
simple command^ not to eat of the fruit of a 
certain tree in the garden, which God had 
placed there as a test of his obedience. Im- 
mortality waa attached to his obedience, 
immortalitj for himself and his posterity : and 
death for himself and Ids seed for ever, if he 
should disobey. • m 

^' The serpentj who ia the devilj persuaded 
Bye to eat of that tree, and she persuaded her 
husband, and death in consequence thereof ia 
the lot of aU. ' In Adam all die/ But God's 
Son proposed a plan to restore immortahty to 
the soul of man, by which he should regain 
the life he had forfeited* The word was 
spoken of God, The promise was given to 
fallen man, ' The seed of tibe woman shall 
bruise the serpent's head/ 

'*In due time, the obscurity of this promise 
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became less, and its apparent intention more 
conspicuous. God called Abraham the Father 
of the Jews, and renewed the promise, that in 
* his seed all the families of the earth should 
be blessed/ Among his children was to arise 
the Saviour, the seed of the woman which was 
to bruise the serpent's head. Prophets foretold 
the time of his coming — ^who he was to be, 
namely, *The Son of God,* the life he was to 
lead, the manner of his birth, death, and resur- 
rection, the atonement he should make for 
the world, the salvation he should give, the 
glory which he should be to God on high, and 
the joy to man on earth. 

" Within this century, this wonderful deli- 
verer, Jesus Christ, the Word, Power, and 
Wisdom of God — God Himself — ^became incar'^ 
nate, was bom of a pure virgin, and raised up 
in Judea ; went about doing good, speaking as 
never man spake^ working miracles, healing all 
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kinds of diseases, driving out devib, preaching 
tlie Gospel to the poor, acknowledging Himself 

to be the Lord God^ — the Eternal Son of the 
Father. lie was despised and rejected even by 
those to whom lie was sent^ and at last deli- 
vered lip to the judgment of oiir own governor 
of Judea, Pontius Pilate, and by liim, though 
confessed to be an innocent person, condemned 
to death, lie declared that He should rise 
from the dead on the third day. On that day 
He arose ! He was seen of individuals and 
by a numerous company of His disciples ; 
He ascended from the presence of His chosen 
friends into heaven, and sent down the Holy 
Ghost, by whose power the knowledge of 
Christianity is dispersed over the world, and 
the souls of men are converted from their state 
of darkness and death into the light of life, 
- " Though Jesus Christ be not visible to our 
eyes, yet we expect His comiug again to judge 
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ufl all ; to gire to us according to our deserts; 
as we hare done to others, so will He do to us. 
He has commissioned His disciples to go and 
preach this Gt>spel to all nations, that the 
whole world may become of one and the same 
religion, and live according to the laws which 
Christ has giren us. Now, faith has been my 
suj^Kjrter through the trials of this day ; yes, 
feith in Jesus Christ that I am His and He is 
mine. It was prayer to Him which supported 
me before Domitian, and enabled me to re- 
ceive wisdom to answer him. I was like you, 
my dear friends — a heathen, an unconverted 
heathen ; and, had not God taken compassion 
upon me, I should have lived and died a 
heathen, and should not have known the joy 
and hope and promise of heaven in Jesus and 
the resurrection. But my faith is fixed, and 
I have a sweet hope that I may be an instru- 
ment of God's mercy to your souls. Time 
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will iK)t allow me to enter mare folly into 
these things. I hare told you my religion 
and the way to life eternal is to obey the 
Word of God.^ 

** And wiwt wonldst thou, Zenon, that we 
should now do to attain eternal lifef' ex* 
claimed Flavins Clemens. 

^ Do y e bdiere in Jesos CSinst, and Ihe 
power of his resurrection V^ 

** I do believe what thou hast told me, and 
oh that I could see more and more of this 
wonderful religion ! Oh that my belief could 
be advanced to the same faith that thou hast! 
Nicomedes, dost not thou believe the same V^ 

" I do, indeed, dear friend, and through the 
veil of darkness I can see a glimmering light 
of hope that seems to show me the path of 
righteousness— ^not my own, but that of Him 
of whcffli Zenon q>eaks. But we require to be 
pu)} upon that path; and, Zenon, canst not 
thou assist jibV^ 
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"I can, my dear friends in Christ, I can^ 
I will; not doing mine own will, but the will 
of God from my heart. Repent of all your 
sins. Ay, you have been idolaters, carnal, 
timid, fearful men, full of ignorance and sin. 
You both wish heartily that you had known 
the Lord before. Ye repent V* 

" Ay, we do indeed of eyerything except 
this blessed moment in which we hear the 
tnith. This dungeon is pleasanter than our 
halls. It is the seat of mercy from above, 
beyond the reach of the tyrant. Oh, Zenon, 
what can we do V* 

"Believe! believe! repent, and look here, 
here is water! Oh let me baptize you, and 
call upon the name of the Lord."* 

Zenon baptized them both ; for a long time 
he prayed with them, encouraged them to hope 
for mercy, and spake to them again and again 
of Jesus and the resurrection. It was a glo- 
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riou% a heayenl; night to them, whidn seemed 
indeed, and was what it seemed, more brx^t 
to their souls than the broad and open day. 
They blessed even the tyrant's cruelty, that it 
i^ould have permitted them to spend their last 
hours together in love. They partook together 
of the bread and the water, and were more 
refreshed than if they had been banquetii^ 
with the tyrant at his splendidly covered table. 

In that prison Flarius Clemens and the 
noble Nicomedes were converted to Ohristi- 
anity ; and though the elements above them 
gave indications of angry import, yet there 
was a peace within the breasts of those £^* 
cere converts which visited not the heart of 
the tjrant. 

Whilst these dear friends were favoured 
with every comfort of hope, every joy of feK 
lowship, and were fulfilling the law of lov% 
Pomilian sat in a room above them filled with 
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the terrors of superstition, the consciousness 
that he deserved condemnation, and unable to 
pacify his mind, on account of the thundering 
elements of the air. Such a storm had seldom 
passed over Rome as that night burst upon the 
city. The lightning ran along the ground, the 
thunder seemed to shake the fabric of Vespa- 
sian's Amphitheatre; the wind roared through 
the battlements of the palace, and the coward 
who had been watching the funeral pile burn- 
ing in his own vast garden court, and had 
seen his slaves carry out the body of the 
soothsayer, and lay it on the top of the pile, 
beheld with amazement the hurricane sweep 
away the fiery faggots, and saw the body fall 
to the ground. 

He saw more. The terrified slaves fled, the 
doors of the court were blown open, and a 
pack of prowling dogs, scenting the half burnt 
carcase, came and devoured the remains, even 
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before the tyrant's eyes. It is said that he 
remained fixed to the spot, without the power 
to utter one word — convinced by the irresistible 
evidence then before him that there was to 
be an end, a speedy end, to his career, even on 
the day and hour appointed. 
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